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EU: Santer Convinced Enough Countries Will Join 
EMU 

BR1I604144596 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
uw Dutch 16 Apr 96 pi3 


[Unattributed report: ““Netheriands Will Take Part in 
Start of Economic and Monctary Union’ - European 
Commission President Expects Economy To Pxk up 
Again Soon’! 


[FBIS Transiated Text] Wasscnaa’ — European Com- 
mission President Jacques Santer 1s convinced that the 
Netherlands will youn Economix and Monctary Union 
(EMU) in i999 


1 am entrely confident that the Netherlands will be 
among the curo countnes, said Santer at a mect- 
ing organized by the employers’ organization VNO/ 
NCW [Association of Netherlands Businesses/Nether- 
lands Christian Employers Association] on the curo, the 
future European currency 


A month ago Prime Minister Kok expressed dou 
about whether countnes like Germany, France, and the 
Netherlands would be ready on time for EMU. He said 
then that the disappointing economa growth in Europe 
was making i increasingly difficult for these countries 
to meet the membership criteria. tn that case “with pain 
in his heart’ Kok would choose postponement rather 
than making the criteria flexibic 


However, Santer is working on the hasis that at pre ont 
Europe is dealing with a pause in growth only, and tht 
the cconomy will pick up again in the course of Uas 
year. Moreover there is a strong political will among 
the member states to make EMU succeed. “Therefore 
1 do not dow that the curo will come on time and 
that cnough countries will take part a “MU. the 
Commission president said 


Santer recogmzed that not all the EU countries will be 
able to jorn EMU directly. Last weekend [1 4-14 April] 
in Verona the European finance ministers discussed 
the future relations Hetween the countnes which will 
take part in EMU straight away and those which do 
not. Among other things the ministers discussed the 
exchange rate relations which there will have to be 
between the curo and the currencies of the countries 
which are not taking part for the tome being. Under 
British pressure it was agreed that the new European 
Monetary System 11 (EMS-I1) exchange rate mechanism 
cannot he made Compulsory for the countnes which do 
hint Helong to EMU (the outs | 


The United Kingdom, which left the present EMS in 
1992, has like Denmark left open the possihility of not 
taking part in EMU British Chancellor Clarke sand in 
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Verona that his courtry would not take part in an EMS- 
ll wader any curcumstances 


A few weeks ago Netherlands central bank president 
Duisenherg said thal participation in an EMS-II would 
have to be compulsory. However, in Veroua Duisenherg 
agreed to a separation. But Duisenberg sand the rules 
were sull that a country which wanted to jon EMU 
must have pafucipated in the EMS for at icast two 
years previously. Therefore not taking part in the EMS- 
ll eans renouncing taking part in EMU for the ume 
being, according to him 


EU: Santer Views Unemployment, Austrian 
Dissatisfaction 

AU 1704084096 Vienna ORF Televison Network 
in German 2000 GMT 16 Apr 4% 


lIimerview with EU Commission President Jacques 
Santer by Gerhard Scifried ia Vienna on 16 April 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Sertried| Untortunately, the EU 
is Currently a umon of unemployment. Approxmately 
80 milhon EU citizens are looking for a poh. With a con- 
fidence pact, EU Commussion President Jacques Santer 
wants to imitiate EU measures against unemployment 
He discussed this issue with President Kiests! and Chan- 
cellor Vranitzky mm Vienna today. However, all Euro- 
pean countries are opting ausicrity mesures at the 
moment. Together with unemployment, this leads to 
considerable Euro-pessimism. In Austria, 60 percent of 
the population would vote against EU membership to- 
day 


{Santer} | beheve that when a country jomns the EU 

Austria has been a member for 18 month — it cannot 
expect manna to fall from heaven. | believe that a long 
process is needed which is not really noticed hy the 


people 


[Seifned) In Austria, one occasionally has the impres- 
sion that we are being judged particulatly severely Dy 
Brussels. | would like to mention the anonymity of the 
savings hank hooks, the highway toll at the Brenner bor- 
der crossing, and the invitations to Pid for the povern- 
ment buildings in St. Poelten. Is this impression Correct, 
of are the Austrians whining’ 


[Santer] | am aware that for the probiems that you 
mestiioned and which have led to certam sensitive 
reactions, suitabic solutions must he found) We must 
naturally ensure that agreements are honored. Yet | must 
also tell you that we have completely different prohiems 
to settle with the states that were members from the very 
heginning than with Austria 
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[Seifmred}] The EU has set usclf an ammuous goal 
ht is making cnormous cfforts to umpicment European 
Economac and Monctary Union [EMU]. Only very few 
countnes fulfill the required convergence critena a 
present. Austerity packages ate adopted everywhere. Do 
you not see the danger that Europe might de saved to 
death’ 


[Santer] | would not put « this way. | would lke 
to say that EMU ws not an end wm iself. hh ws an 
mstrument designed to develop an cconomi and social 
policy. One must sce things this way. Certain probiems 
m connection with balanced budgets would have to 
he overcome by our member staics anyway — with 
of without the convergence criteria, with of without 
Maastricht 


[Seifried| Why is the United States more efficient than 
Europe’ The unemployment rate there 1s only SO percent 
of the levei here 


{Santer} One must cxamune the content of the US 
model and that of the European social model. You will 
discover tig differences 


EL: Santer To Present ‘Confidence Pact’ 
AU 1704141896 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 
im German 1) Apr pi 


[Unattnbuted report: Santer Announces EU Social 


Pact | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna — On Tuesday [16 
April} in Vienna, EU Commission President Jacques 
Santer announced that he will present a ‘confidence 
pact to strengthen the EU's social and employment 
policy at the EU summit in Florence newt June. Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky promised Santer Austria's 
Pell support for his plan 


In the plans of the EU Commission there are “major 
analogies to the program of the Austrian Government, 
Vramitzky stated after a meeting with the EU Commuis- 
sion president, who was afterward received by Presi- 
dent Thomas Kiestil in the presence of Vice Chancellor 
Woltgang Schuesse! in the Hofburg Palace 


Santer declared his intention to Cooperate with the social 
partners all o.cr Europe in the development of the 
pact. The port is not to save the national governments 
thew social policy tasks, but to pursuc, im addition, a 
convergent policy at the level of the EU Therefore. the 
scial partners should participate in the development of 
the macro-<cconomi guidelines 


The EU Commission wants to turn the summit in 
Florence ‘mto a counterweight to the last EU summit 
in Madrid, where Economic and Monetary Union was 
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discussed,” Santer stressed. However, the planned pact 
will not be “binding, he admitied. On the other 
hand, Vramizky advocated again that the social and 
employment policy objectives of the EU fe Lad dows 
by contract 


EU: EC's de Silguy ‘Sure’ of 1999 Monetary Union 
MS1704093396 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 17 Apr 96 p27 


[Report by Mary Brawer’ EC “Will Not Force Britian 
Into EMU" } 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The European Commision has 
no intention of putting pressure on Britain to take part 
in Preparabons for a single currency of the new-look 
exchange rate mechanism agreed over the weekend af 
Verona but said yesterday that the UK government must 
not try to stop other countnes from moving abcad 


Y ves-Thibault de Silguy, the EC commissioner for mon 
Clary allairs, saad there was no question of Compulsion 
against countnes with douhts about the new cachanpe 
rate system 


Today the dehate 1s not about saying whether we wi! 
force the UK to take part. The English ae wtults and 
the model of democracy. 1 won't teach them lessons 
and it 1s out of the question to interfere in an interns 
debate. | don’t want to create problems. he sad 


Speaking in Sofia at the annual mecting of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, where he 
used the forum to claim that a European single currency 
would help the countries of castern Europe, Mr de 
Silguy said he was now more certain of Monctary unr 
going ahead on January |, 1999 


There was a very large consensus on the me hanwm 
and the principle. I'm very surprised to see the rapudity 
of this agreement. There was only one member state 
which said it had some problems, Put it does not oppose 
the mechanisms 


Comparing the process of preparing movctary union | 
constructing anew “European house . the commissioner 
said the Madrid summit in December had seen the 
hbutlding work started while Verona was about putting 
in the central heating and making the garden with 
access routes into the house. The neat step is the 
legal contracts surrounding the curo We shall impose 
nothing, but the work is heing done and it is up to the 
UK to gauge tts interest, he sand 


Mr de Siiguy said he has no reservations about pus 
ing ahead with the EMU [European Monetary Union 
umetabie. The UK must understand, he cxplained. that 
European countries have no chowe but to push forward 
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with a single currency. “It 1s in the treaty and with all 
the clforts made to force member states to mect the 
comvergence criteria if we relaxed the conditions, there 
would be an almighty mess in the financial markets 1 
they saw that the budgetary conditions were Heing re- 
laxcd 


The third reason ts that on EMU, we ate between the 
inter- governmental conference and enlargement. There 
is a window of opportunity, if we lose a we will not 
get ot hack. It os the only way to mamta a dynamic 
structure to the union. 


One of the womes of Brush reluctance to sign up to 
monctary umon, sand Mr de Silguy, was that advisers 
currently working for the Commussion on plans for 
a single currency were predominantly Brush. “The 
majority of mput 1s British — such as ideas on monctary 
pohoes, they are Brrush 


EL: Article Discawes Commission Efforts on BSE 
Issue 


AU 1604182096 Paris AFP in Enelish 
1753 GMT 16 Apr 9% 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} Brussels, April 16 (AFP) — 
Britain's announcement of a limited programme of 
selective slaughter of cattle exposed to BSE [Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy], or “mad cow” disease, 1s 
unlikely to persuade its European partners to lift the 
embargo on British beef exports 


The European Commussion however said it would defer 
judgement until mt had received a detailed presentation 
from the British government on its plans. 


Commission spokesman Gerry Kicley sand: “We have 
never sak 1 was a Question of numbers. What we want 
is a Programune that will guarantee the cradication of 
BSE 


British Agriculture Minister Douglas Hogg told the 
House of Commons Tuesday that a programme of 
sclective slaughter and compensation for farmers would 
he intraduced on April 29 


Bint be sand the government has no intention of pursuing 
4 mass slaughter’ programme and estimated the num- 
her of cattle to Se kulled in the “low tens of thousands 


This will he on addition to the slaughter over a number 
of years of 4.5 mulhon older dairy cattle as they reach 
the end of their worksng lives. This 1s designed to keep 
the most high-risk cattle out of the food chain and has 
already heen agreed by Britain 


But the additional measures outlined by Hogg fall well 
helow the expectations of other EU countries who have 
made a lifting of the embargo conditional on a extensive 
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programme of selective slaughter, preicradly covering 
all herds with a history of BSE infection 


The Commussion also sad mt was confident u could 
see off a legal challenge io the embargo, whach Hogg 
promised would be shortly forthcomung 


We ate guite confident that the ban has a sound Iega! 
hase. Kocley sad 


Rrugn’s decision to take the issuc to the European 
Court of Jusuoe follows a statement at the weekend by 
EU farm Commissioner Franz Fischicr that, on his wew 
Britush beet was safe to cat 


Hogg sand Fischier’s remarks have Ieft the commission 
with no credible public health of screnutic pustification 
for the export ban. The was mmposed after the revela- 
ton of a possible link hetw’ 1 Bovine Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy (BSE) in cattle and the tatal human brain 
conden known as Creutzichit-Jakob discase 


The commussion’s March 27 decision to impose the 
han was based on scrcntific evidence thal a tsk of 
transmussion of BSE from cattle to humans cannot 
he excluded” Officials Deleve this means that to 
overturn the ban, Britain would have to prove there was 
absolutely no tisk of transmission 


The commission also sand its decision could he de- 
fended on the grounds of the serious concern among 
consumers, which has atisen from the uncertainty over 
whether BSE can be transmutied to humans 


The EU's Standing Veterinary Commuttce, which rec- 
ommended the ban, is to meet again on Thursday to 
discuss whether to cxempt bull semen and embryos 


Last week the commiutice refused to sanction an exemp- 
thon for gelatin and tallow, despite World Health Organ- 
sation advice that these heet-derived products could not 
catry the agents which transmit BSE 


The commuttee will also discuss tythter controls on the 
preparation of foadstuffs for cattle \hroughout the EU 


EU Commissioner Papoutsis Profi'ed 
BRISOS1 31596 Brussels EUROPEAN VOIC] 
im English 11-17 Apr pi2 


[Unattributed profile of Cristos Papoutsis, Commuis- 
sioner for Energy, Tourism, and SMEs: Santet’s Little 
Ange! | 


[FBIS Transcribed Tew! It is a rare occasion .odecd 
when an intrepid researcher does not uncarth a couple 
of hegrudgers willing to Mot the reputations of the great 
and the good with tales of skeletons in cuphoards 
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The search for background information about Papoutsis 
has heen one such accawon. Menta his name, and 
compliments roll of! tongues hke cas off a TOTO 
terry. Even industry representatives, generally dithcult 
wo please, happily lavish prane on the young Greek 
Commissioner 


Good ‘yokung, smat, gentle and kind, the youngest 
member of Jacgues Santer’s team of Commussioners 1s. 
by all accounts, a intle angel 


Born iwmto a left-wing family in Larissa, Greece, in 
1983. Papoutsis threw himself into politics af an carly 
age. While sull an cconomucs student at the University 
of Athens. alongside other young radicals he played a 
vital role m the overthrow of the country’s nght-wing 
tmulttary Cxctatorship 


A man of cast-ron principles, he won the admuration 
of alhes and foes alike for stickang to his guns while 
others turned and ran 


When not police showed up at the gates of his univer 
sity, determined to Yreak up an anagovernament protest 
taking place m its grounds, was Papoutsss who 
Nocked thew way. Universities like churches - were 
hen, and continuc to he, considered sacred ground, pot 
to he trampled on by government troops 


He thought we were behind him, but im fact. when 
he turned around to give us instructions, <¢ realised he 
was on his own. remembers a fellow protester. He 
stood firm. But then that is typical of Papoutsis. When 
he Aeleves in something, he will do anything to defend 
it 


With the collapse of the junta, Andreas Papandreou 
set up the Panhellenic Socialist Movement of PASOK 
Aware of the urgent need to sweep military cobwers 
away and start anew, he drew most of his administrative 
team from the hand of student revolutionanes 


Papoutsis was an ohvious choice, and the two men soon 
hecame the closest of frends 


Papandreou took Papoutsis under his wing, giving him 
private lessons in Muism and ccononmecs, and ensuring 
hes raped rise through the ranks of PASOK 


Papoutsis, for hes part, became a loyal devotee of the 
charwmatx leader, refusing to cross him even when 
Papandreow had clearly stepped out of line 


Among the tasks he performed, Papoutsis warmed his 
hoses crowds af rallies, stirmng up emotions with his 
dulcet tones. Christos always had a fabulous voice, 
says one adrurer 


At the tender age of 41, Papoutsis moved to Brussels 
taking up a seat in an increasingly powerful Europear 
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Pahament. There, be soon Decame Known as (the 
handsome young man who does the hudget 


In spate of his youth, Papoutsis carned respect across 
the specttum for his polstcal definess. He was named 
head of the Greck PASOK delegation and made a vice- 
pressdcni of the Sacualt Group 


kt was im that dual role - as Greek poltcian and 
European leader - that he made his mark. Castung of! 
his veninioguist role, Papoutsis showed Papandreou, in 
the nicest way possitc, that he was no puppet 


Tarnished by a scenes of eancial scandals, and dishked 
for ts unconventional forey’n policy, PASOK had long 
heen shunned by Europe's top Socialists 


Paoutsis managed tc tone down the prevailing mood 
in PASOK by demonstrating thal. in practice, nesther 
rad anti-Amerx anism nor fitting with radical Arab 
regimes provided a rcalistx Pass for foreign policy 
In so doug, he made the party more acceptatic to tts 
European counterparts 


After years of toung and troung, be succeeded in bringing 
the Greck patty back into the bosom of Europe, winning 
membhersiup for PASOK of the Socialist Party and 
Socialist International 


Papoutsis was instrumental in bringing that pernad of 
disgrace to an end, recalls a close frend He samply 
would not give up until PASOK agreed to take a clearet 
European direction 


Despite his love of the Parliament and his success there, 
Papoutsis moved on in 1995 - this teme to the European 
Commission 


With ten vears under his Delt as a deputy, he was well 
equipped for the yob of Commussioner. The Parliament 
had taught him how to play politics and win 


ht had heen, he was to sav ister, one hig shoo 
for him. But if some of his cx-<colleagues eved his 
prestigious acw position with pcalousy, they certainly 
did not envy his portfohos. For when i came to the 
division of spoils, Papoutsrs. most people agreed. had 
pulled three of the shortest straws - SMEs [Small- and 
Medrum-sized Businesses}. tounsm and energy 


Although they may appear dull to some, the new 
Commissioner has tackled these unappetising suPyects 
with relish 


The challenges by faces are formidahic 


Talks hetween tnembher states on the liheralisation of the 
clectracity market have heen humping along for over five 
years with little sagn of a Sreakthrough 
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Germany, keen to bring the benefus of liberalisavon 
to every houschold. and France, determined not to 


jeopardise public sectorjods, remain at odds over how 
much the pubhc market should be opened 


Despite thew intransigence, Papoutsis’ admurers are 
convinced thai he can and will - eventually close the 
gap between the two sides 


“If he can bring Greece back mto Europe, be can 
do anything. says a colleague. “He is an cxcelicnt 
negotiator. He never gets tocd and he never gcts excited 
- even when those around him are pancking. Mr 


Papoutsis is an extremely cool player. 


But he is not just a cool player. Baring his tecth (just a 
intle), Papoutsts has told negowators that unless progress 
1s made af ncxl month's mecting of cncrgy ministers, 
the matter will be sent to the June European summit for 
consideration. 


“This ts a political problem, not a technical one. So im 
a way, you could say he ts calling thew Dluff, sad a 
staff member 


Likewise, small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) 
ae not everyone's idea of fun. But they do create poms 
And, with the adrottness of a seasoned politician, that 
is the port which Papoutsis has stressed on fighting for 
a GO increase in the SME budget 


As for tourism, its rputavon following a sernes of 
fraud scandals within the Commission unit could not 
have been worse. Stressing the size of the industry, 
and its role as a job-creator, Papoutsis has, against the 
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odds, rarsed the unit's creditulaty, much to the delight 
of the industry. “He stated af zero. and he has really 
made a difierence, sand one member of a tournsm trade 
ssc Maton 


Papoutsis 1s Currently running a Campaign to boost the 
Commission's powers in this field at the Intergovern- 
memal Corterence 


And after that’? Many observers predict that Papoutsis, 
who spends weekends with hes family in Athens, will 
return to Greek polices. ‘Did he ever leave” asks one 


They observe that Greece has failed to mature a 4 
fully- commutied member of the EU club. Although 1 
has hacked away from its old confrontational tactics, i 
still puts its own interests above those of the Union - 
although i 1s not alone im that 


Papoutsis, as a member of PASOK’'s central and cxocu- 
uve Commuttees, commands considerable power within 
tic party. He ts also well respected in Brussels, putung 
tum in an wdeal position to help improve his country's 
European relations 


But the recent appowtment of Costas Sumutis as Papan- 
dreou's successor could pour cold water on any amh- 
ions Papoutsis may harbour to re-enter Greece's polit- 
cal tray He Nasted Somitss, while be was an industry 
munister, for tailing to get a Russia- Athens gas pipeline 
lad in ume, an attack which Somits has apparently not 
lorgotien 


But Simutss aside, it seems everybody lowes Christos 
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Austria: Finance Minister: Rejects EMI 
Postponement 

40120614249 Vienna DIE PRESSE om German 
12 Apr pis 


Report by dom 


Reyects Postponement 


Kimsa Demands Suong Eur 
fEMU | 


FBIS Translated Excermt] Vienna According to 
Finance Minister Viktor Aloma, Austria wants to fe 
a memhcr of Monctary Union from the heginning 
However, rising unemployment in Europe 1s a protiem 
thal must not he ncgiected 


We reyect both the postponement of European Exco- 

mc and Monctary Unon [EMU] and the soficaing 
{the Maastricht criteria. During a lecture given at an 
cx home conference of Austria's central Dank, Viktor 
jou™ that Austria is highly interested in 
s Mrong Euro, and thal 1 wants to pattcepate im the first 
sage of EMU at the beginning of 1999. He mentioned 
te ausierity package, desmpned to reduce the Pudgct 
defiout trom currently 6.1 percent to 3 percent of the 
GDP by the end of 1997, woth 2.7 percent falling on 
ihe goverament and 0.4 on the provinces 


Al ie sate ttc, toe Nmance minicier warned agains 
the current Europe-wide cconomi pessimism. “This 
must not Secome a self-fulfilling prophecy. he admon- 


rahed 


Klima pleaded mm tavor of a spoon EU -wode employ- 
ment offensive. Cimar issing, member of the managing 
t the German Bundeshank. also considers th 
thigh unemployment rate mm the EU to he the most sen- 
ous promMiem issing warned against wewrng EMU as an 
coonoms panacea. The labor market profiem cannot 
he solved Py means of the European currency. What is 
mportant 1s to break up ossified structures im the labor 
market [passage omitted] 


Austria: Vienna Recognizes FRY: Vranitzky, 
Nchuewel ( omment 


41140412469) Vienna Oecterrewh Eins Rado 
Vemort wm German Jet Owl 4 Apr Oo, 


Report hy Franz Sombuerger on news conference by 
Austrian Chancellor Franz Vranmtzky and Foreign Min 
ster Wolfgang Schuesse! in Vienna on 16 April 
recorded 


PRIS Translated Tew! Austria proceeds on the assump 
n that the PRY [Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) is 
the princeples of demoxtacy. the rule<«ol-law 
state, and respect for human nights. including the nghts 
| all ethene growm., whech ae also defined im interna 


hase! f) 
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bomal agrocments This ss a fundamental senience con 
tamed in the icticr with whach Forcogn Mimisicr Schocs 
sei will brne! the FRY forcagn munisicr on the rocoge 
bon of thal countvyy Pw Austra All 7 
ioms Netween the new feodeval ropulian and the row 
the successor states of the former sacualiet Yuoposlaves 
must he solved Py means of acgotiatioms. the ictict 
TCOORMLON says 


sisLanling ; o 


Austrian Chancellor Franz Vramtzky says that pod wy 
% needed on all sades for the futere developmen u 
forme: Yugoslavia 


\Vramtzky! We will have tackle thes Pusmncss Ps 
showing a kat of pou wll, that «. Austia and the 
other EU states on the onc hand and Bx gradc om Uc 
other. Without this rcasonaic and gow! will to have 
good Cooperation im the future, notheng will he 3 
However, first | take ot for granted. We will sce how the 
Current statements in favor of CoopeTaton wt) he filled 
with real political and sincere hic 


ssiPic 


[Sumbuerger}] Vice Chancellor and Foreign Monster 
Woltgare Schucssel pomts out that the recogmton of 
Yugoslavia was made sutect th 
These include, for cxampic. the mutual recogmton of 
all states on the territory of the former Yugoslavia, the 
fulfilicacm of the Pans peace agreemen" 
human rights, and the night 
to return 


wveTal Cond 
, 


respect | ’ 


ithe refugees and capelices 


[Schucssel] We attach special omportance to hbumat 
rights and the prtection of ihe rights of nathonal and 
cethax munonues. It rs important that the ports that 
| have just mentioned will he the Pass for the future 


nature of the relations of the meme sates of the El 
and, of course, Austria 
{Sumbuerger| An Austrian amassador to Belgrade wall 


he appointed again as carly as im the neu few weeks 


Austria: Historian Views Research Inte tS. Arms 
Depots 

AU ISOS1849 996 Vienna DIF PRESSE on German 

th Apr Ww r ; 


limerwew with Vienecee moadern feetotiewn OF wet 
Rathkolh hy Chomar Lahualynsky olace and date not 
given “US. Arms Depots Were Letter Drom Watt 
S10) Partisans Against the Red Army 


(PBIS Translated Text) [Lahodynsky) The work, om 
will hegin with the opening of the “9 US) am 
depots in Salzburg and Upper Austria Did the Austria 
Government want those depow 


/Rathkk ih} Even het Tc ivss thre A sare af {» ver a cnt 
was Jctinitely interested t Tearviarocn! © Th Poy ; fr. wy 
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the United States, but also from the Sraoms and French 
The geopolmcal Dackground wa that. # the lates! 
m 1939. he US. Naponal Scournty Coun! made 
the agroemen’ to the state treaty comdrmomal of the 
cstaMi:shment of an Austnan Army 


|Lahodynsky| The Austnan Army was supposed to 
prevent a communist! takeover’ 


[Rathkolh) h was tcared that a muletary vacuum would 
develop after the Allies’ withdrawal Al th. ‘me. the 
raTrwitment of Austrians im case of a Soviet mvason 
hegan. In the maddie of 1954, State Secretary Ferdinand 
Graf wrote mm a letter to Julus Rash thet a force of 
altogether 28.000 men is to be ect wp for the “Mate 
emergency when an East-West conflacts Preaks owt 
Of those men, about S000 Austrian soldiers were to 
he placed under the supreme commund of the United 
States. They were supposed to fulfill predomonantly 
partesan tasks 


[Lahodynsky}) Wha did the goverament know show 
these afms depots’ 


Rathkolh) According to the documents that are avail- 
ic to us so far, the Americans evtaMiished these de- 
pots without the knowledge of the Austrian Govern. 
mem They were intended as letter-<drops im the event 
of a Soviet offensive. Then US. agents would have en- 
tered the occupied territones and perhaps handed these 
ams over to domestic resistance groups 


|Laboydnsky| As of when weer the depots extahinshed ’ 


[Rathkolh) The political decison to entrust the CLA with 
these special tasks was taken in 1949 The US Army 
® as supposed to transport the arms there, Pury them. and 
provide appropriate cover The use of the weapons was 
exchusively determined Py the TA, which only reported 
on tt to the National Security Councs! of the President 


Most documents on it ave sill closed. Therefore, we do 
not know under what circumstances the depots would 
have heen opened of who was really supposed to pet 
these weapons Unlike the British. who recruited Aus- 
tnan confidants. the Americans estaMished the depots 
alone 


[Lahodyesky) Was former OcGB [Austrian Trade 
Unmon Federanon|) bead Franz Olah involved in the 
estahashment of arms depots’ 


[Rathkolh) He had his own CIA program with radio 
equipment, money, weapons, and vehicles He prohahly 
had nothung to do with the depots that are now dug 
up cut. During the Septemer and Octoher strikes in 
Austria on 1980. the Americans remained relatively 


AUSTRIA ? 


cum it was ohwom.: mown tha te Sowet Unmos 
wusd Bot Pursuing 4 Pua to wicgraic Austia Gorextly 
mmo the Communes! sphere of influcnce. What the Sovact 
Limon was coTtanly always mictesicd ms was Aust + 
ncutrahzavon As catly as om 1944. not oniy mm thc Dif 
thes was discussed on Sovect planning ¢: cntmesscm 


[Lahodymeky| There ae speculatom the, dumng the 
19S upneng om Hungary. weapons from these Jepots 
tugit have heen taken to Hongary 


(Rathkolh) There we ate even more wm the dk than 
all other cases. It os a fact that lugh-tantung CIA apents 
were on Vicnna af that tome, that 1. people from the 
headguaticrs in Wastengton ht is aolutely Comocrs ac 
thal the weapons stored m Austr ecre also to he used 
m East Europe 


(Lahadymeky| The commersson of caperts well try ' 
fed owt more m the US) atchrvwes (fm what wel! you 
comocntratc’ 


[Rathiolh| The hae promem im that we only have 
cemored verwoms of the Natonal Security Counc 
repos. Everyeocte where the word CIA appears. the 
relevant paragraph 1s deleted. For cxampic, for 19%, we 
have cuact lists of the type. ammount, and valuc of the 
ams that were offutally handed over to the Austrian 
Government However, we have nothing on the CIA 
programm. wha h were chvnously dealt with poontly, that 
1s, we have fotheng on whether the programs that had 
statted hetore 1S were continued 


Austria: Poll b camines Views on Pffects of FI 
Membership 

ALT S4791 906 Veenng PROFIT om German 

IS Apr pe 


(Unattrmoted report EU Polls: Piuful Results | 


[PRIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omotted| The Latest 
poll concermng the hroad research held of Europe has 
heen conducted Py the Sacial Scuence Stady Socsety 
(SWS! and commestoned Py the Society for Europe 
Polhecy According to rt, two-thirds of Austriam Reheve 
that EL’ membershop has resulted in a Mroader range 
of goods offered in the country One-half of those 
polled stell heheve that consumer prices have developed 
positively. The negative comseguences of memhershyp 
are listed quickly 86 percent of those polled say that the 
situation mm agriculture has Recome worse and 70 percent 
sec a great increase in trans traffic Mall of those polled 
sand that the membherstup of 18 has had a negative 
impacto on the employment situation and mmrmigration 
hy foreigners [passage ornetted) 





feet may comtam copyrighted maternal Copying ani diweminatn] 
8 protetvted erthewt permissen of the copyright ceners 








. UN'TED KINGDOM 


UK: Article Semmarize: States of Singk Currency 
Timetable 

MS1704095696 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

m Engi eh 17 Apr % p2 


[Arle © @echard Lapper: “Markets Put Ther Moncy 
On Emu™} 

(FSIS Transcribed Text} Dowhts may sul! persist about 
the hkehhood of European moncury umon (Emu). 
bul waders and investors wm the conuncat’s financial 
markets are increasmmgly ¢ vevinced that European Unoon 
members will adopt a songec Currency as planned. 


The mood in the a'ke‘s ts sharp contrast to that of 
last December eam ies: ~ aout the sbilay of Germany 
and France to meci f« “(sastricht criteria gave rise to 
sharp sprines in pre: cs Sond and currency markets 
The parvaipaton of tiah - ane...  pudged essenual 
for the feasibility of the Der: ¢rcject in any form. 


Over the past few months Gus uncertanty has given 
way to much greater statulity as German and French 
Currencies and (MeTes! fates appear to be Converging 


French 10-year bonds ae now yielding less than a 


futures contract, used Dy investors to hedge (or insure 
themselves) agamst Changes 1m short-term interest rates. 
has hegun to deciine as volatility on the underlying price 
of the contract falls 


Last year's concerns revolved around the atulity of 
potential Emu members to meet the Maastricht criteria 
public sector det Kelow 60 per cent of gross domestic 
prodect, fiscal deficits of no more than 3 per cent of 
GDP. and inflavon and jong-term interest rates moving 
towards the lowest levels of any Emu member — all of 
this Dy the end of 1997 


In general, potential members are making progress on 
two of these fronts, with dem levels slowly falling to 


more manageaNle proporvons and inflation and interest 
rates on a downward trend 


However, the coonomx slowdown m «4 sumbhe of 
countnes has croded (aa revenues and made tt less |kely 
that they will be adic to meet the tough fiscal targets 
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Wornes that first France and then Germany mgit te 
unadic to moet Gus rogurement have lod some analysts 
to wgue that the Geadhoc for decoding winch Countries 
would be allowed to porn Emu would have to te dclaved 
beyond carly 1998 


Wales the past few weeks, however, a mrcamg 
sumiber of observers have argued that the Commune 
May off to wmterpret the Maastricht criteria more hanes 
and press abead woth the current dcadlonc 


They suggest that pressures for a more ficuitic umtcr- 
pretaon we growing pattly because of devclopments 
wittin Germany Although the Bundesbank gyrus 
firmly opposed to any relanatiion of the critena, Ger 
many s goveramem and much of ms industry ate com 
ing round to the prospect, sccing Mt a 2 DeCeMay Proce 
to pay to help weaken the D-Mark i order to rmmrove 
ciports and stimulate economic recovery 


Mr Nigel Richardson. bead of bond reseach w Ya- 
mascts Internavonal, the Japanese scourtics house. says 
the criteria “have heen wewed moorrectiy hy many © 
nig) mechanitx rules, when im fact they ae drugned 
for Rexitulity. The defict criterion is ficurbhic 


Quoting the treaty, be says: A country must not caceed 
a deficnt of 3 per cent of ODP (planned of actual) unless 
it has ‘declined substantially’ and ‘comes close to of 
or the excess 1s ‘only cacepional and temperay. be 
sad 


“Clearly there is nothing sacrosanct shout 4 per cent of 
GDP 


Mr Paul Athericy, fund manager with the European 
investment house Lombard (ker, says There ha» 
heen a realuation that the political Momentum ms » 
powerful that this wall overwhelm any reservations om 
cconoma grounds There has heen a pronounced change 
in senument 


At the same time the odds have begun te morease thet 
couptnes such as Spain and Italy, whch are unlikely 
to porn Emu from the stat, may he bepked closely 
to the single currency through 4 new exchange rate 
mex hanism 


The agreement by EU muniwters last weekend to create « 
new Currency mechanim linking Countries wha h fal th 
enter Emu with the curo (the name of the future single 
currency) has heen seen as strengthening the prowpect 
Thas has remnforced the trend for 10- year Sond yells & 
converge towards German levels For cxampic, Spanish 
spreads have fallen from Wx) basis pounts sence the otart 
of the year to 289 Paste pounts yesterday 


The improving confidence in Emu is giving investors 
catte Manche to Puy Mmgh-welding fonds and peripher a 
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CwrTCT 1c sa Mtr Davad Brown. ctoct European 
coonotmest 2 fhe Sicaros. the US movesttecat hank 


Bond dcalcts ae altcady tevieung thew forecasts im vice 
t rocemt cvents. But there ae also some grounds for 
caubon. In 194. European yield spreads agrowed to 
even lower icvess Mefore Pallocming cul afer mises i 
US wtetes rates triggered a worldesde scll-ot! im bond 
Tialac%s 


Unorctteanty about the hot of Countnes thal will cventy- 
aly he moorporatied om Emu could stall lead to wild gy- 
fatyom om the currency and bond markets over the acu 
teo yeats. partoularly +f European coonomx growth 


sires furthoect 


These markets ate potentially volatile and players hike 
hedge funds have a foasom to morcase thes volatility, 
aids a semor bond statepet a a European hank 

Things nevet FO Off Way 


LK: Clinton Seen As Increasingly Supportive of 
Mayor 

MS) 08S 266 London THE TIMES om Engissh 
I7 Apr p io 


[Article bw Peter Raddell Ulster Elections Only Delay 
Cheoes That Cannot Be Avonded |} 


PRIS Tramcrihed Teast) Present Bill Clinton has 
turned mito an moreastngly supportive ally of Jahn Ma- 
sor on Northerea Ireland. This surfaced in an umprohahic 
way dering Mr Clenton’s meeting with Tony Slaw at 
the Whete Howse last Friday. When the President said 
that Mr Bier had acted mm 4 very statesmanike way 
ver Northern Ireland. he has not only grving the Labour 
cader a pubic Poost, Put he was also hemg helpful to 
Mir Mane 


Some of Vir Clenton’s adwreers bad heen Concerned that 
Labour mught seek to explos the Government's vulnert- 
ality Ph) allying woth the Unionists over an amendment 
to the Bill, pubished yesterday. for clecioms on May 
“) Bot Mir Blow assured the President that, however 
much he wanted to bring down the Tories, there was no 
way that Lahbou would mdulge i such wrecking tactics 
ver Northern Ircland Mr Clinton was reheved 


After the 


mt * asfiingtim 


hiferences of a veat ago hetween London 
wer the treatinent of Gerry Adams 
there 1s now a mach Closer understanding over Northern 
ircland The partly follows a proposal made to Mr 
Clyeten hy Ser Joho Kerr. the Brineh ArmPassador in 
Washeeeton. shortly after hes arrival last surmmer He 
wgpeved that haveng met Mr Adams. the President 
should meet all those whe receive more votes than 
Northern ireland clechons Mr Clinton 
wroed He hes accordingly met David Trmie tence 


UNITED KINGDOM ’ 


and lan Pasicy once. Ths. coupled » avn 

the American Emihassy on London, has ficiped bc Many 
stnudes among Mr Clinton: + adwincts hough \ nae 
Prewdent Al Gore has always song! chs 
Umonrnt case 0s bead. The cond of the IRA 

also pul some Wastungtom sapporicts of Mr Ac 


the dcicnsive 
Mr Clhaten was peTsuaded ths! "he Hr ‘ .us 
Of Gechboms Was 4 Seca) sic] cheat 


Unmonmts paricipatec im the ali-patty acgoua 
June 10 despite the misgivings of the Duthie Gow 
mem and oppossbon of the SOLP (Sacu! Denes 
Labour Party) He has appeaie to al) perhes ~~. 


mvolved 

Yesterday s Bill ans the accompanying <7 
ground rules tor the talks ate wicnded to beep og% 
options by offering wide reassurance The cle “ 


both provide Celepatcs from whom partay 
all -varty talks can chosen and crcwe 4 


forum, im cifect a talking shop wrth | aoweTs 

Bill provedes that referendums 0 \. « c’ 
approval, he held on any Matic elmo Norther 
Ircland. The Goverament i + ‘ ~*~" 


case for a referendum om the tTethuis nh of vook 

as urged hy John Hume. Bul Dec dor has fot Me 
closed. Sinn Fem can, and propatly will, parang 

m the clocthom, ul the povernmcn pager reviet wtes 
that rts Parlcipation m Hegotiatioms requires ke ut 
equivocal restoration of the wcasctire of Aupus is 
While the IRA decison of a4 cOasctin . 
uncertainty ahead of June 10), «cvetal other y 
remain unresolved Who for caampic & rn 
independent charperw mn ham) ny the 
two discussions on relatromshays writen the isis 
Ireland ’ There are suppres its that Senate Cer 
Mitchell 1s willing to hecome mvolved ap er 


yom 4 
‘4 ™ ’ ‘ _ ; 


The familiar question of dec ommassnoniny wits w 

also have to he addressed af the start of the tats The 
annowncement of clacthom masked the devise ie 
the previous Washington three precond: hat be 
COMmisssoning Must start But thes only | ta dew 


won. Everything now is armed af petting the (ks pony 
with all partes rnvelved Sinn Ferm #:! 
cide whether accepts the Metche! ¢ 


wstence on af aheolute Commutmen tc ok t= 5 ; 
nom vindence These chones cannot 
nitely. On June 10, of soon afterwards. the London and 


Duhin Governments and the Clinton Aun 
will have to face up to the moompatrwiny 
and attitudes of the marin Party tf ants 
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UK: Possible IRA Cease-Fire Met With ‘Guarded 
Optimism’ 

MS1704091496 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

in English 17 Apr 9% pi 


[Report by James Harding: “London And Dublin Opu- 
mustic Of New IRA Truce™} 


[FBiS Transcribed Text] The British and Insh govern- 
ments yesterday launched the latest stage of the North- 
ern Ireland peace process with “guarded optimism” over 
a possible forthcoming restoration by the IRA of us 
ceasefire. 


Mr Albert Reynolds, Irish prime munister [title as 
published], said the [RA might wish to translate what 
he saw as “a de facto’ ceasefire for the past two months 
into a full renunciation of violence. 


Sir Patrick Mayhew, Northern Ireland secretary, sepa- 
rately confirmed that “there are sensible grounds to be 


hopeful” of progress in the peace process. 


However, he warned that the IRA would have to restore 
the ceasefire soon in order tc Convince the government 
it had met the conditions to particrpate in t the talks 
Starting on June 10. 


“lt will be increasingly hard to persuade other partici- 
pants the nearer we get to the start of the negotiations, 
he said. 


The comments came as the government laid before 
parliament the legislation necessasy to enable clecuions 
at the end of next month to a “deliberative forum”, from 
which representatives will be chosen for the all-party 
talks intended to reach a long-term settlement. 


The draft legislation leaves open the possibility of 
calling a referendum to endorse the peace process in 
Northern Ireland, but ministers are understood to be 
disinclined to do so. 


In Dublin yesterday, Mr Reynolds made clear that he 
did M/A expect an immediate announcement of an IRA 
ceasefire, but believed that “if the mght conditions are 
brought about by the British government announcement, 
a review of the whole situation could take place’. 


Depending on the conditions surrounding all-party talks, 
he said: “I believe it is possible that there could be a 
restoration of the ceasefire — which, in fact, has been 
in existence, de facto for the last two months or so.” 


Sir Patrick yesterday said the government remained 
committed to the preconditions laid out earlier this year 
by Mr John Major, the prime minister, and Mr Reynolds 


They require the IRA to accept the principies of non- 
violence, and to “address” the issue of decommissioning 
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of arms, before Sinn Fein, its poliucal wing, could be 
admitted to the talks. 


Mr Martun McGuinness, Sinn Fein’s chief negouator, 
said: “if we can get md of all the preconditions and have 
talks Commencing and completed within an agreed ume 
frame, then Sinn Fein is prepared to try again, but it's 
a massive challenge and it's going to be much more 
difficult this ume around.” 


UK: Paisley Accuses Bruton of Insulting Unionists 


MS1604122896 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 15 Apr 96 pS 


[Report by Martina Purdy: “Paisicy Hits Out At Bruton 
Speech” ] 
{[FBIS Transcribed Text] DUP [Democratic Unionist 


Party] leader lan Paisicy today accused the Taoiseach 
[Irish Prime Minister} of insulung unionists. 


Mr Paisley was angered by remarks ‘ohn Bruton made 
in aspeech aimed at defending himsel! against criticism 
from Sinn Fein. 


In his speech at Maynooth last week, Mr Bruton 
asked if the definition of the Irish nation included only 
those holding Irish nationalist opinions: “The next time 
someone feels moved to criticise the Insh governmen 
for allegedly breaking the nationalist consensus because 
it is giving a heanng to 4 unionist viewpoint on . 
particular topic, they might ask themselves if the) 
consider unionists to be part and parcel of the Irish 
nation of not.” 


But Mr Paisicy took exception to the comments and 
stated that Mr Bruton had insulted unionists by claiming 
they were part of the Irish nation. 


“It | had stated that he was part of the British nauon, 
he would have been outraged,” said Mr Paisicy. 


“What he ss really saying 1s that it 1s a united Ireland 
or nothing and unionists must take that on board. 


“He then further attacks the honesty and integnty of 
unionist negotiators in saying they were not really 


prepared to negotiate. 


“This is totally untrue. In the last talks it was represen- 
tatives of the Dublin government who refused to ncgo- 
tiate and on two occasions brought the talks to an end 
by insisting on having mectings of the Anglo-irish Con- 
ference which was to be suspended dunng the talks 


“Mr Bruton completely ignores that. 


Mr Paisicy biamed the Irish constitution, and Articles 
Two and Three which lay claim to Northern Ireland, as 
the greatest harrier to a negotiated sctilement 
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UK: Nationalist Parties Plan Election Boycott 
MS1704134996 Dublin SAOIRSE in English 
1S Apr % 


[Unatunbuted report: “Active Boycott of Stormont Elec- 
tion Planned”; received via Internet 17 Apr] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Repubiicans mecting in Mon- 
aghan on April 1S were expected to announce plans 
for an active boycott of the Six- County elections on 
May ™). A specially<convened mecung was called for 
Republican Sinn Fein members in the nine counties of 
Ulster to organise opposition to the Briush election plan 
which has been widely denounced as a device to restore 
an internal sctticment in a Six-County Forum. 


Delegates to the meeting reported before going into the 
meeting thal there was a mood of opposition to the 
election in nationalist areas of the Six Counties and that 
the people were looking for leadership on the issue. One 
delegate, Councillor Joe O'Neill of Bundoran, County 
Donegal, said that Republican Sinn Fein regards the 
May % clections as “an insult to the Insh people as 
a whole, and especially to the Insh people inving mm the 
Six Counties. Once again England is dictating to the 
people cf this island, both nationalist and unionist, as to 
who they can vote for and what they can vote for’. 


Republican Sinn Fein Presiden Ruan O Bradaigh 
called on Easter Sunday on all those who opposed 
the present process as leading imevilably to a new 
Stormont te work together to actively boycott the May 
30 elections. 


On April 6 the Herald group of newspapers in the Six 
Counties descnbed the British list of 15 organisations 
who were heing allowed to take part in the May WO 
election as a ‘mockery of the idea that clechions should, 
be free’. 


The independent nationalist Fermanagh councillor, 
Tony McPhilips, announced on April 1! that he would 
be hoycotting both the clection and any imstituvon 
which is sect up in its aftermath. There was noth- 
ing democratic about the poll, he said, which was 
umionist-inspired, unionist-created and would ultimately 
he umontst-dominated. The Brush government are 
telling people who to vote for with this clection list, 
he sand. Gerry Adams was speaking a “whole load of 
rubhish” when he claims the party [the provisionals) 
will only fight the clection to defend its vote 


The British government are said to gave given assur- 
ances before August 1994 that they were intent on dis- 
engaging from Ireland. Gerry Adams was very naive in 
the first place for heheving this and having sold this to 
the IRA leadership, along with John Hume and Albert 
Reynolds, he added 


UNITED KINGDOM " 


Another independent nationalist Seamus Kerr of Tyrone, 
has announced that he will challenge the new clection 
legisiation in the courts when it becomes statute Helore 
ihe end of April. On April 10 he called the plans ‘the 
most insidious attack on democracy since the days of 
gerrymandering . 


The Belfast-based Campaign for Economic Equality 
described the ciectoral list as an “insidious and insulung 
extension of the abuse of civil lshervies, human mghts 
and freedon: of speech”. The campaign said on Apn! 
11 that it hoped io organise a challenge to the clection 
through the Belfast High Court, the European Court of 
Human Rights and the International Court of Justice 


The ANDERSONSTOWN NEWS (April 6) wondered 
in ts editonal why the Briush goverament didn't ‘save 
us all a lot of trouble and publish the results of the 
clecuion as well”. The paper went on to say that it did not 
accep the validity of the Six-County state and “neither, 
we contend, do the vast majonty of our readers 


Critucism of the clecuon plan is not confined to na- 
tionalists esther. The Ulster Unionist Party [UUP] said 
that Republican Sinn Fein, the IRSP [Irish Reputican 
Socialist Party] and the Peace People should not be ex- 
cluded from the clecuon list. The restricted list ang the 
suggested designation of individuals within cach party 
who could forward the lists of candidates, and who 
would nominate teams to ‘all-party’ negotiations was 
“fundamentally unsatisfactory’, the UUP said on April 
11. 


Professor Lindsay Kennedy, a umonist academic and 
member of the fringe British Ulster Unionist party, has 
also threatened to take a case to the European Court 
of Human Rights as the exclusion of his party if an 
incredible affront to aatural pustice”. He dismissed the 
British government's excuse that they wanted to “avoid 
very long lists of parties, many new to votes, which 
might serve to confuse” 


Professor Kennedy said this was an old argument, 
‘which in the past has heen used by apologists for one- 
party totalitarian states such as those presided over by 
Comrade Stalin or President Idi Amin 


UK: Mayhew Warns IRA to Lay Down Arms 
Quickly 

LD1604184496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1919 GMT 16 Apr % 


[By Phil Murphy, Political Editor, PA News, and lan 
Graham | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Northern Ireland Secretary Sit 
Patrick Mayhew today published the Bil! that will pave 
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the way for clecuuons im the province. then handed out 
a suff warming to the IRA to lay down arms speedily. 


Without an carly ceasefire they msked being frozen out 
of the all-party talks duc to open 10 days after the May 
3 clecuons, he said. 


Sw Patrick said at Westmunster that other parucs would 
not tolerate Sinn Fein parucipauion in the elections then 
a last-minute renewal of the IRA cease-fire on the eve 


of the all-party negotiations. 


“There has to be an unequivocal restoration (of the 
cease-fire). Ii has to be a restorabon im terms which 
admit of no doum,” he sad. 


Asked if he would bar Sinn Fein from the negouating 
table if a cease-fire came on the eve of negotiations, 
Sw Patrick said: “The circumstances have to be looked 
at in them totality at the relevant ume, but it would be 
increasingly hard to persuade the other parves that this 
was unequivocal.” 


The elections will establish a 1 10-seat forum which will 
discuss routes to peace but will have no legislative, 
executive or admunistrative functions. 


Nor will it enjoy any power to determine the conduct, 
course of outcome of negotiations. 


Those limits to the forum's powers were designed to 
reassure republicans that this is not to be a Unionist- 
dominated, Stormont- style parliament. 


Voters will select thew candidates via a complicated 
electoral system which combines conststuency-based 
candidates — five from cach of 18 constituencies — 
and another 20 via a regional system with each party's 
votes totted up across Northern Ireland. 


But to add to the confusion, the list of those cligible to 
stand for clecuon has been extended from the 15 first 
proposed by the Government following complaints from 
munor parties. Independents, small parties and other 


groups will now be free to participate. 
Si Patrick said: “1 iook upon the forthcomung election 


aS 4 gateway to negotiations that can lead towards a 
long-term poliucal settlement in Northern Ireland. 


“ht offers pares in Northern Ireland the opportunity 
to confirm their electoral mandate to negotiate in the 
democratic search for peace. 


The Bill will have its Second Reading in the Commons 
on Thursday and, given the cross-party support, should 
hecome law next week in time for the May 7 deadline 
by which notice must he given for a May 4% election 


The Bill also hands ministers powers to call a referen- 
dum. though 1 does not commit them to such a course 
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The consututonal, largely Cathohc SDLP 1s keen & 
see Insh voters going to the polls to parucipaic im a 
referendum for peace on both sides of the border on the 
same day. 


Ground rules for the all-party talks were published 
alongside the draft Bill but they are little changed from 
the plans outhned by the Government some weeks ag: 


But the rules reaffirm a second mayor obstacle for Sinn 
Fein participation in meaningful negouations 


If they vault the cease-fire hurdle and win a place af the 
negotiaung table, they will proceed no further than the 
first stage of talks unless they and the IRA sign up to a 
tough list of pledges to non-violent, democratic activity 

These conditions were first proposed late last year by the 
commussion led by former US Senator George Miiche!! 
and include a commitment to begin decommissioning 
arms. 


Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble said that the stup- 
ulation that Sinn Fein must sign up to the Mitchel! prin- 
ciples was the most important clement in the package 
unveiled today. He said he did not disagree with Sir 
Patrick that a renewed cease-fire was essential af an 
carly stage. But he added: “Obviously, a cease-fire ts 
important but | would say thal even more important is 
the first agenda item — namely the Mitchell report on 
decommussioning and paramilitary violence, and the fact 
that the first thing that will be done on the negotiations 
is for partes to accept Mitchell and agree to act in ac- 
cordance with Mitchell.” 


Speaking before the details of the Bill and the ground 
rules were published, Sinn Fein chief negotiator Martin 
McGuinness said: “If we can get rid of all the precond)- 
tions and have talks commencing and compicted within 
an agreed time frame, then Sinn Fein is prepared to try 
again, but it's a massive challenge and it's going to he 
much more difficult this ume around. 


Mr McGuinness said there was a mood within the 
republican movement that it might not he worth taking 
part in the talks, but he insisted that Sinn Fein was 
prepared to “try again for a second ceasefire if full and 
meaningful talks did take place 


Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams said that if the Gov 
erament proposals were to have any merit the clections 
would have to lead directly to all-party negotiations 


“There can be no blocks, blockages of impediments 
placed in the way of proper negotiations, sad Mr 
Adams 


Sinn Fein has yet to say if it wall take part in elections 
which it sees as an unnecessary diversion 
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Democratic Unionist leader lan Paisiey rounded on the 
proposals, saying the draft Bill “highlights yet again the 
depth to which the Government is prepared to stoop to 
ng this electuon to the advantage of the un-clectable and 
to help Dublin’. 


He said the proposed forum must have a significant and 
meaningful role. It should not be a meaningless body 
but have substance. 


‘Tt must be the litmus test for any agreement or 
consensus agreed in the negotiations. If a matter cannot 
find approval in the Assembly it will not be acceptable 
in the country.” he said. 


Mr Paisicy’s demand runs counter to the Government's 
insistence that the forum should not be able to determine 
the course or outcome of all-party talks. 


insh Pnme Minister John Bruton today urged the 
leaders of hard- line republicans to “translate” their 
recognition that violence was Counter-productive into 
a decision to restore the IRA ceasefire. Answering 
parliamentary questions in Dublin, Mr Bruton said the 
all- party negotiations scheduled for June 10 “represent 
4 huge opportunity for all the people of this island.” 


He added. “Never before have we had talks of this na- 
ture on offer. They are talks that encompass potentially 
all the interests of this island.” 


UK: Sinn Fein Leader Demands Entry to All-Party 
Talks 


LD1704120896 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1202 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams said his party's electoral mandate must be 
recognised and the party given entry to all-party talks 
whether the IRA calls a new ceasefire or not. 


If there was any democratic logic in the Government's 
election proposals, then no party which received an 
clectoral mandate could be blocked from taking part in 
talks,” he satd. 


It Sinn Fein contests the forthcoming election, those 
who vote for our party should have exactly the same 
rights as other sections of the electorate. 


Whatever the IRA does Sinn Fein's electoral mandate 
cannot be ignored by the British Government.” 


Mr. Adams also attacked Mr. Trimbie’s comments that 
now was probably the last chance for Sinn Fein as 
nonsense 


Mr. Trimble knows that Sinn Fei isn't going away. 
he said 
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Instead of erecting obstacle after obstacle to real ne- 
gotiations, Mr. Trimble should take a leadership sole in 
leading his section of the electorate into a proper process 
to build a democratic peace settlement, he added. 


UK: Alliance Leader on Ulster Peace Process 


MS160'4123296 (Internet) Alliance Party of Northern 
Irelana WWW in English 15 Apr 96 


[Address by John Alderdice, leader Alliance Party 
of Northern Ireland, to the Alliance Party Annual 
Conference on 13th Apr 96] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} I am delighted to see so many 
frends from other poliucal partes, and not just from 
Ireiand, but from Britain and indeed colleagues from 
Europe and from Liberal International. You are very 
welcome and we are delighted to see you all here. 


In October of this year I will begin my 10th year as 
Leader of the Alliance Party — a few more grey hairs 
in the beard, face a little bit rounder, girth a inte bit 
greater, or so Joan tells me, frequently — but as I look 
around I see very many younger people coming to the 
Alliance Party Conference this year and over the last 
year or two. It is a tremendous delight, not only to sce 
sO Many young people coming along, but also making 
some tremendous speeches. | have enjoyed listening to 
a number of them both last night and this morning. Of 
course there are others of us, and | see some of the rest 
of you a little bit like myself, increasingly showing the 
ravages of involvement in political life 


Time is moving on for all of us, and ume 1s Moving on 
in Northern Ireland. Yet a very curious phenomenon 
has descended upon our political life. Here. in the 
almost intractable certainties of politics in Northern 
Ireland, there seems an uncertainty, a confusion and 
despondency that | don’t really think | have ever seen 
before. People are very unclear about what is happening. 
They are confused and the kind of speech that I normally 
give to Party Conference seems unsuitable 


You know what I usually do. I speak about the principles 
of Alliance and some of our important ideals. I try 
to apply them to some of the broader issues that are 
around for us. You will remember that in previous years 
1 talked about changes in relationships between men 
and women, and how that has changed the context of 
the family, involving massive changes for our society 
I tried to show how we can apply, liheral, plural, 
tolerant principles to building a new society, a society 
based on that fundamental and important unit —- the 
family. On another occasion | took up the issue of 
Information Technology — the remarkable revolution 
that it has engineered in our society — every bit as 
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great as the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions. | 
asked questions, and tned to give a few answers, as to 


how we might apply our principles to the changes this 
will Dring in society, and indeed political life. 


Last year | talked about the Economy, and how we 
have got a real problem here in Northern Ireland, with 
our dependency on government money, on government 
jobs and government appointed bodies running virtually 
everything — an arms length government at that. I tried 
to suggest how we could begin to create a society where 
imitiatuive and enthusiasm 1s rewarded, where people can 
take control of their own affairs, and where at the same 
ume we protect those who are vulnerable, and create a 
society enriched by diversity and proud of the fact that 
it Can fun its affairs with justice and equity — a society 
that has got something to give to the rest of the world. 


Then of course at a later stage in my speeches I try 
to bring things together in terms of our own specific 
problems, often drawing on examples from other parts 
of the world where we have so many friends, like us 
working in difficult crrcumstances. Some of them indeed 
are working in much more difficult situauons than ours, 
trying to create liberal, pluralist and tolerant societies 
mm their place. In other words | have always tned to 
develop our political ideas, stretch our understanding. 
see things from a broader perspective and enlarge our 
own honzons. 


But this is not a Conference for such a speech. People 
are confused and uncertain al the moment. What we 
need 1s a degree of simplicity and clarity being brought 
to the situation. So I intend today to concentrate enurely 
on our own Northern Ireland political situation. | am not 
going to look at those other issues at all, not because 
they afe not important — they are extremely important 
and indeed if we are able to successful over the next 
period of ime, and are able to take some control of our 
affairs, i( wil! be cructal that those policies and ideas that 
we have been working on and developing are able to put 
ito place. | tink that we have been very successful in 
our policy making. On the issue of women in our Party 
we have made some important strides forward, and we 
are going to go further in the next year or two. | am 
delighted to see Councillor Ann Gormicy and Alderman 
Susan O' Bnen and other women here who are taking 
leading positions in Local Government, and | want to 
see them taking leading positions in the Talks Process 
too. 


We have made great strides in terms of Information 
Technology. and Nick Whyte and his colleagues deserve 
congratulations for helping this party take a lead in the 
use of the Internet over all the other parties — not just in 
Northern Ireland — but nght throughout these 1s! ands 
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On the Eccnomy was a personal delight to me 
to see that under the leadersmp of Councillor Peter 
Osborne we published an excellent Economy Document, 
well received in all quarters. Just a month or two 
later, when the private sector published the Growth 
Challenge Document, 1 almost looked as though they 
had published our paper. That is just an indication of 
how much we are setting the agenda for other parties 
and for the province. When it omes to other issues like 
realistic and sustainable environmentalism there too, we 
are setung the agenda for others. But the agenda for 
today 1s a very simple one. People are confused and 
despondent and it 1s our responsibility to take leadership. 
provide clarity, and point the way forward in a difficult 
situauon. 


If you looked at 1 from the outside you would probably 
find it remarkable that folk here are so despondent 
Yes we have a very messy electoral system being put 
in place. There is no question about that. And we 
didn’t need to have it. The reasonable compromise 
was obvious. Give John Hume his referendum. Give 
David Trimble his election. And give all of us a fair 
system of votuung — Proportional Representation. It was 
there in the 1920's. That is why the Unionists got nd 
of it. It was brought back in the 1970's because it 
was the best system, and | very much regret that the 
Government has foolishly acceded to those who wanted 
to play party politics with the process so that we have 
now ended up with a thoroughly messy and confusing 
system. Let me tell you what is most frustrating. When 
the government asked us for papers and asked us for 
advice, we gave them good advice and we told them the 
problems there would be if they opted for list systems, 
requiring registration of political partes and so on. Do 
you know that every one of the warnings has come truc. 
because they were ignored. It is a messy, foolish system, 
but it 18 the one we have got, and it is not the sole reason 
for the confusion in peoples minds. 


After a quarter of a century of terrorism, we have had 
no bombs in Northern Ireland since the late summer of 
1994. People looking in from outside would say Isn't 
that remarkabic. Isn't it tremendous. Of course there 
have been bombs in London, and I will come hack to 
that later, but let's not forget that the dreadful grinding 
experience that was heen ours for a quarter of a century 
has changed. There have been talks. Parties that never 
met before have been sitting down and struggling with 
the key issues. Not just at the Forum for Peace and 
Reconciliation in Dublin. We ourselves as a party sat 
down with Sinn Fein, not just leader to leader, but within 
weeks of the ceasefires party teams from Sinn Fein and 
Alliance, sat down, and month after month struggied 
hard with the issues thal separate us. We sat down not 
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just with republicans but with loyalists, and with all 
the other political parties in Northern Ireland, with all 
the partes in the Republic, with the parues in Britain. 
There were wemendous strides forward. Yet there 1s all 
this despondency. Why is it there’ I will tell you why 
I think it is there. There were some very unrealistic 
expectations, and to understand why, we have got to go 
back to 1992. 


Up unul then the widespread view had been thal 1 was 
unhkely that we could negouate a settiement that would 
include everybody from Sinn Fein on the one hand, to 
the Democratic Unionists on the other. That had been 
the general view. That was the Alliance Panty view 
and is sull the Alliance Party view. But late in 1992 
another view was brought forward by Albert Reynolds. 
and subsequently by John Hume. It said something like 
this. The real problem is the violence. If we can stop 
the violence, then people will settle down. They won't 
need to be so afraid of each other. They will be able 
trust cach other, and gradually we will be able to move 
forward and get an agreement that everyone can live 
with. 


1 was initially a little bit surprised when I heard this 
argument, from this source, because it was exactly the 
same argument that | had heard from the Unionist 
Leader, Jim Molyneaux, for quite some ume. He also 
said that the probiem was the violence. If people 
stopped killing each other we could al! settic down and 
everything would be fine. After all (said Mr Molyneaux) 
if the SDLP [Social Democratic Labour Party] goes to 
Westminster, surely that must mean that they accept 
Northern Ireland as it 1s, and really all the fuss isn't 
necessary. The Albert Reynolds argument seemed to be 
that, if we could get nid of the violence, maybe the 
Unionists would waken up and discover they really were 
Irishmen after all. You can understand his confusion. 
after all he thought I was a unionist’ He thought John 
Bruton was a Unionist’ And if he thought John A 
and John B were unionists, one can understand how 
confused he is about the whole thing’ 


It as like all this talk about new Unionism. But frends, 
New Unionism seems to be the Spirit of Drumeree 
New Unionism seems still to be Orangeism, marching 
with shrill intolerance down the unwelcome roads of the 
Lower Ormeau and Garvaghy. New Unionism as far as | 
can see, is Old Unionism with a New Sash. That is why 
there was always going to be enormous disappointment 
for those who thought that the only problem was the 
violence. The violence was a problem. Of course it was 
a problem. And fear was a problem. And the lack of trust 
was a problem. But underneath there is a darker side 
There are not just aspirations which are divergent. but 
aspirations that unfortunately have a lot to do with the 
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wish to control and dominac a piece of turf. Unless we 
address the fact thal there ave those who want to contro! 
one part of this island, and others who want to contro: 
ali of this island, and that those divergent aspirations 
are a real rock solid problem that has to be addressed. 
unt! people understand thal, there 1s going to be endless 
disappointment. 


However, back to 1992 and my subsequent convers-- 
uon’s with Mr Reynolds. He said to me “Look John, i! 
we Can get the violence out of the way, | am sure we 
could do business. I know people like George Quigicy 
He is a very reasonable man, and | am sure we could 
settle things if only we didn't have this dreadful vio- 
lence. You know something else. this violence is Dad 
for business and | would like to get it sorted out. As 
far as it goes this 1s correct, but I don't think that was 
quite the Republican Movement’s understanding of the 
process. I think i was rather different. 


I think the Republican Movement’s understanding went 
something like this. Violence divides Nationalism, and 
a house divided against itself 1s weakened If we 
get md of the violence, at least for the present, we 
can bring together the SDLP and Sinn Fein, all the 
rest of the Nationalist parties in Ireland, the Irish 
Government, Irish America and all together we can 
create a powerful Nationalist Consensus. This enormous 
poliucal influence could thea put pressure on the British 
Government to act as “persuaders” of the Unionists 
You and I know that the republican interpretation of 
persuader™ is not quite the same as our understanding 
of ‘persuader’, because at the back of it there 1s always 
the incipient threat of violence if they don't get thei 
own way. So the republican agenda, it seems to me, was 
that they set the violence to the side, create a Nationalist 
Consensus, and Unionists will be forced towards a Jount 
Authority on the way to a United Ireland. That was the 
alternative strategy. 


Well, all seemed to go very well at the start. We had the 
ceasefire, which was followed by the Loyalist ceasefire 
We moved to the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation 
People like ourselves were prepared to be engaged in 
discussions. The world press landed on the scene to 
proclaim that a new dispensation had arrived. Mr Adam: 
was able to go to the United States of America and meet 
with very senior people in every significant place. All! 
seemed to be going very well indeed, bul then we began 
to run up against the stone wal! of historic reality 


When it came to the Forum for Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion of course the Unionists decided not to participate 
That was not surprising. For some people it wasn't even 
regretiabie, but it was regretiadle for me. and it was 
regrettable for many reasonable people in that Forum 
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Then mt became apparent thal there was indeed a Nation- 
alist Consensus. The Nationalist Consensus had signed 
up for the Downing Sweet Declaration, for the Principle 
of Consent, for a view that violence was not a legit- 
imate instrument, for a commitment thai everybody's 
nghts had to be protected, and that Nationalist Consen- 


sus was a long way from the republican agenda. 


Indeed as we came to the final draft, and re draft, and 
postponed redraft of the Forum Report, it became clear 
that the Nationalist Consensus was closer to the Alliance 
Party position than it was to the Sinn Fein position. 


But worse was to come, because the Republican move- 
ment had believed thal internationalizing the problem 
was 4 great way of Dreaking the British Unionist stran- 
gichold. They were convinced that when the interna- 
tonal Community came in, they would regard them as 
freedom revolutionanes, ready to change an old colonial 
imperialist sysiem. When the international Community 
did come in, in the guise of the Mitchell Commission, 
with highly respected people, (Mitchell himself being 
half Irish and half Lebanese — a perfect combination 
to send to an area of troubic'), when he came with his 
colleagues, and began to understand the complexities of 
the problem here, he came up with a very different an- 
swer. 


I remember some years ago my colleague Gordon 
Mawhinncy being out in Hong Kong. He rang me on 
the telephone. At that stage all sorts of difficult things 
were happening there, and | said to him “Gordon, how 
is 1 an Hong Kong” and he said “John, it ts just like 
Northern Ireland. It is very straightforward from $,000 
mules away’ When the international community came 
and looked at our problem, not from 5,000 miles away, 
but close up, and when Mr Clinton himself began to take 
an interest in our difficulties, he began to understand the 
complexities. When the Mitchell Commission made its 
report what did it say’ It sand that if we were going 
to go imto talks, and people were going to have any 
confidence about those talks, they must know for sure 
that whatever the outcome of those talks, nobody but 
nobody was going to return to the use of violence to 
change the outcome. That is the key thing. Given the 
experience of the last 25 years it is not strange that 
people should have sc = doubts about the credentials of 
some of the parties th. are participating, so there have 
to he Commitments to boost confidence and the Mitchell 
Commussion underlined a number of the commitments 
that there need to be. One of the concrete commitments 
that there needs to be, is that during the process of 
the talks. the decommussioning of weapons will have 
to he addressed. and the dismantling of the paramilitary 
Orgamizations should hegin 
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What a nightmare’ Oh not for you and mec. We would 
quite happily dismantle the paramilitary wing of the 
Alliance Party. But yust for a minute try to look at t from 
the perspective of the Insh Republican Army Counc! 
They are sitting in the Forum. Well, they are not sitting 
in the Forum. Their colleagues are sitting in the Forum 
Well, Sinn Fein is sitting in the Forum and they of 
course don’t even the know the tclephone number of 
the IRA. However, they are speaking. and pre umahly 
listening, with “authonty’, they convey to the Army 
Council that the Nationalist Consensus appea’s to have 
become corrupted. They are no longer truc Nationalists 
and if we get to All Party Talks things are poung to get 
much worse, because the Unionists are going to be there, 
and the British Government 1s going to be there too. So 
if the Forum takes a view of the Pnaciple of Consent 
which would be, in republican terms undersiognd as a 
unionist velo, and an acceptance of partition, how much 
worse it is going to be if lan Paisicy, and al! the res 
of umonism and the Briush Government is there Not 
an appealing thought for the IRA Army Council. Just 
as they see thew arguments being unstitched in All 
Party Talks they are at the same ume cxpected to be 
dismantling thei organisation. Hard to take when you 
have not been defeated’ Hard to visualize any other 
options when you know you can't win. So here was the 
dilemma of republicanism 


But what about the dilemma of ordinary people’ In 
the middle of all these expectations being raised there 
were a lot of questions around in the munds of ordinary 
people. It wasn't regarded as polite to speak about them 
publicly. To raise questions about the Peace Process was 
regarded as a kind of party pooping. But tet us book at 
the questions that ordinary people were quictly asking 
themselves. 


In the peace process in South Africa, we saw Mr 
Mandela and Mr de Klerk, the representatives of the tv 

sides, shaking hands and telling us about the settlement 
they were going to achieve. In the Middle East, Mr 
Rabin and Mr ‘Arafat were there, shaking hands. and 
telling us from both sides how they were gomg & 
work together. But there is not a non-Nationalist in 
sight when John Hume and Gerry Adams and Albert 
Reynolds get to the podium to shake hands together 
How (asks the ordinary person) can you get a peace 
settiement when you have only got one side of the 
conflict there? Stretching out the hand is tyne, but there 
has to be somebody on the other side grabting hold of 
it, of you don't have areal handshake There is of Course 
an answer to this question. That part of the peace process 
Was 4 genuine aliempt to create peace hetwoen physn a 
force republicanism and constitutional nationalism —— an 
attempt to reach an understanding But that is not the 
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heart of the problem. | dca"! mean i ts an UNImporiant 
probiem. | dont mean thal it 1s HOt UMportant to address 
it. But it us not the hean of the problem. The heart of the 
probiem 1s Uniomsts and Nationalists, those Iushmen 
and Inshwomen who see things differently and want to 
live in differem poliucal dispensations if they could only 
have thew way. and tragically want to dominate those 
politcal dispensations, if they could have thei way. So 
ordinary people were puzzied. 


They were also puzzied about how to respond to those 
who were feted for being the real peacemakers when, for 
the last 25 years they were the same fellows who were 
supportung the lalling. Ordinary people were puzzied to 
know how to react to those who would Dreak the law and 
happily allow peoples legs to be broken as well. How 
to make sense of those who say that it 1s acceptable 
to have young people crucified up in West Belfast, 
but don't for goodness sake let the RUC [Royal ster 
Constabulary} in. Ordinary people are puzzied by those 
thungs. Ordinary people felt confused and uncertain, but 
ii wasn't polite to ask those questions because “you 
rmght destaMlize the process.” 


Then ordinary people began to hope that maybe it was 
going to be all nght after all. Maybe if the ceasefire went 
on for long enough it would become so well embedded 
that nobody could return to the violence. Maybe the 
whole sorry mightmare would end, not with the big 
bang of a settlement, hui just whimpering back into 
the shadows again. Then came the big bang at Canary 
Wharf and everyone was awakened out of that pleasant 
state of wishful thinking. The real problem was still 
here 


Prends, | know it is fot always very popula. but | 
prefer to stick with limpet tenacity to the sold rock of 
poliucal reality, and | think it ts one of the congihutions 
that this party has made over the years. We have never 
sought to gain populanty by spinning illusions to people 
on the one hand, or stoking up thei fears to maintain 
a market share of the vote on the other. I beheve 
that it is Our capacity to stick with the reality of the 
problem, he it difficy't, tough and unpleasant, that 1s one 
of our important conivibutions to politics in Northern 
Ireland. | believe that it is now crucially important 
that we help people to understand that many of ther 
concerns were mot unreasonable, and that everything is 
not now hopeless just because those on the extremes 
have discowered that they can't have it all their own 
way, and ae shipping backwards into their old ways 
Everything ts not hopeless at all. 


If we look at the situation in South Africa, they didn’t 
achieve a setdement there by insisting of unanimity all 
the way. Not a bit of «. Don't you remember ail the 


UNITED KINGDOM 17 


umes when Chief Butheiem and the Inkatha Freedom 
Panty walked in and out of the talks, and the Whitc 
Right who walked up and down, and who never came in 
to the talks at all? What the South Affncans understood 
was thal you Can get a scttiement if you have ‘sufficient 
consensus. That was thew term. If you can get an 
overwhelming majority of the people on both sides 
te work together, you can acgotiate a settlement, and 
the dynamic of working together can be so powerful 
that you can bring the whole community together, and 
marginalise those on the extremes who aren't prepared 
for an honorable compromise. 


Let us look at the Middle East. Is someone scnously 
gomg to say to me that | should regard what Mr Arata 
and what Mr Ratin were domg as simply a waste of 
ume. If Hamas won't run with it, it 1s a waste of ume’ 
If hardline Jewish fundamentalists won't sign up for an 
agreement, i is a waste of ume’? Can that really be 
true? Of course not. And yet what we are being told in 
Northern ireland 1s that there is no pont in having talks 
unless absolutely everybody 1s there, and there ts tota! 
unaramity. Don't people understand that one of the first 
rules of politcs here, pust like everywhere cise, is that if 
everybody is saying one thing, there 1s political capital 
to he made out of saying something different. Every 
poluctan knows that, and some of the most disreputabic 
of them capitalise on ut. The truth is that there won't 
he 2 kind of unanimity but that doesn't mean we 
cana move forward. We can move forward even with 
a difficult and messy clectoral system 


Now let me say why I beheve we can move forward and 
why have got the current arrangements. Alliance was in 
talks with all the other pares month afier month for 
well over a year. Some of our meetings were publicised 
(as in the Forum). Many were not 


Through our discussions we became absolutely per- 
suaded of two things. First of all, if there were not All 
Party Talks as soon as possible, the IRA ceasefire would 
breakdown. The whole process, the whole strategy since 
1992 had not been of our choosing and 1 had not heen 
of our making. and we hadn't actually beleved very 
much in it, but we are not a party of dogma. we ae not 
a doctrinaire party, and when we saw any opportunity 
whatever of making progress we were prepared to work 
it, and nobody has worked harder af i, even though i 
has not heen our process. When Unionists said to me 
“Don't be going down to that Forum. It 1s only there to 
give a platform to Sinn Fein” My response to them was 
this, “1 know, but that doesn't mean that ts all it can he- 
come. | know why it was pul into place. | am not under 
any illusions. But it can be something different if we 
participate. | hecame convinced in talkang to Sinn Fem 
and tallang to Loyalists that unless there were Al! Party 
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Talks soon, the process was going to run into cnormous 
difficulty. 


But you see | had the adwantage of talking to al! the 
folk on the other side as well, and | became absolutcly 
cleat in my mund thal were was not a ghost of a chance 
of those Al! Party Talks. including Sinn Fein on the 
one hand and the DUP [Democratic Unionrst Party) 
and Ulster Unionists on the other, if there wasn't an 
election. Unionists sad of Course that Sinn Fei needed 
an clection because they needed to demonstrate ther 
democrat bone fides. They needed to fight an clection 
without having the ballot paper in one hand, and the 
armalite in the other. Of course, that is whe’ they sad. 
What did you expect them to say’ Bul peopic seem 
not to understand that it was the Unionists themselves 
that nceded a mandatc. Al every election they had ever 
fought they had stood on the basis that they would not 
talk to Sinn Fein. They would smash Sinn Fein. They 
would shout at Sinn Fein. But they certainly would not 
sit down with Sinn Fern. So they needed a mandate. they 
needed an clection, they aceded a way of bringing their 
own people along with them. We hecame convinced that 
if there was to be any chance af all of All Party Talks 
before the next Westminster clection, which could be 
as far away as 1997, and of course there will be a Dail 
clection around that time too, if there was going to be 
any chance of Talks before then. there would have tw 
be an Election to All Party Talks. We put forward our 
proposals for thal clection, and i 1s now clear that there 
is a chance for All Party Talks to begin on 10 June. 


We did not need an clection to talk to people. We 
were already talking to people, and we were already 
listening to them — that is maybe the big difference 
in what we were doing and in whal some other people 
were doing — and now that we have got the clection 
it gives another opportunity. It gives an opportunity for 
the people to have their say. That has been one of the 
big gaps over the last number of years, and it is going to 
he one of the big problems about All Party Talks. Who 
is going to be there’ Is it a Dig secret’ Not one of the 
political leaders who will be there has not been around 
in a leading position since the 1970's except for myself. 
Even my colleagues, Searnus (Close) and Sean (Neeson) 
have been around since the 1970's though you wouldn't 
think # to look a them’ Even David Trimble has been 
wound since the 1970's. He wasn't the leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party then. He had other affiliations in 
those days, but he has been around as a significant 
player since then. And John Taylor of course was a 
Home Affairs Minister in the old Stormont Parhament. 
So when we get to the All Party Talks, the people who 
have failed to reach agreement for 25 years are gorng to 
he there. If they have got new speeches and new scripts 


FBIS-WEL -96-075 
17 April 1996 


I will be delighted to hear them, but | have not heard 
them yet 


| hear t sasd that things could be differeat if only the 
people could have thew say. | bear ut sand that there 
ate lots of people out there who want to demonstraic 
thal they want change, who want to sce things moving 
forward, who are picading with thew politicians. That 
there 1s a groundswell of opmmeon saying that there has to 
be a change. Well now the people have got their chance, 
and not just in an clection. There i > “7 just pong to be a 
vote for those who will represent he scople. The peopic 
will also have a chance to come along themscives 


When we went to the Forum for Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion in Dublin, one of the most valued components was 
not ust the parucs who were there, bul the business poo- 
ple. church people, sportsmen, womens groups, young 
people, others who came along and told the politicians 
what kind of future they wanted. It was tremendous, and 
we, a8 a party that learns from experience, icarned from 
that worthwhile cxpenence. We put te proposition to 
John Major that there should be a Forum in Northern 
Ircland. Not an Assembly as David Trimble had pro- 
posed. Not the kind of arrangement that the DUP had 
put forward. But a Forum, called a Forum. like the Fo- 
rum in Dublin, where the parties would be abic to listen 
to the people. coming not with thew views sieved and 
filtered out by somebody else, but coming as business 
people, as church people, as womens groups, as young 
people, as farmers, as community groups, coming along 
and saying to the politicians, “This ts the kind of future 
we want. 


This is a tremendous opportunity and I am delighted to 
hear that President Clinton has not only urged everyone 
to take part in clectons, but urged all parties to take 
part in the Forum. Of course we are all going to hear 
some things we don't want to hear from cach other, and 
most of us are going 10 hear thongs that we don't want 
to hear from the people who we purport to represent, 
bul if we are going to get anywhere we have pot to 
start listening to cach other, aad that Forum will be an 
excellent opportunity to do so 


Those two chances — the chance of an clection and the 
chance of a Forum — are the best chances the people 
of Northern Ireland have had to have an entry and an 
input into the Peace Process. The best chame ever But 
do you know, this if 1s not pust the best chance, 1! may be 
the last chance. You sce, by taking the probiem outside 
of Northern Ireland, by getung the British Government 
© deeply involved. the Insh Government so deeply 
involved, by ensurnng a heavy mput from the United 
States, we have changed the dynarmac of our process 
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Let me say somethung sbout John Bruton. He had an 
imerest in Northern Ircland long before he came to his 
present position, and he sometimes took unpopula posi- 
vions on Northern Ireland, in the Republic. | understand 
that his wiews ave not enurely popular in all quarters 
now. But one of the plicas that | have made repeatedly 
to insh Governments over the years is that they don't 
simply support the Nationalist viewport in the North, 
anymore than | want to sce a British Goverament sup- 
port the Unionist viewport in the North. | want both 
governments to show concern, appreciation and sensi- 
tivity to all views in Northern Ireland, and | think that 
recent Prime Ministers in the Republic have scnously at- 
tempted to do that. I think it right for us to acknowledge 
that both Alhert Reynolds and in more recent times, 
Johan Bruton, and indeed | have to say all the political 
leaders of responsible parties in the Republic of Ireland. 
at the Forum, and you have scen this morning part. 
ularly Mary Harney here, have played a sensible and 
concerned role and | want to thank them on behalf of 
the people of Northern Ircland 


I don't know what you thought about Bill Clinton before 
he came to Belfast. | know there were mixed views 
about his involvement, about himself, and about what he 
was going to do involving himself in Northern Ireland. 
We we not a major strategx question for the United 
States of America. Some people think we are a strategic 
question for the Presidential Election. That is an enurely 
differet matter. Bul we afe not a strategic question 
when you look at some of the other enormous issues thal 
there are around the world. Bill Clinton and his people 
at the White House have given an enormous amount of 
ume to us in Northern Ireland. As | said carler today he 
made a very constructive and helpful statement, and | 
heheve that there 1s a genuine interest there An interest 
that has hecome fuller and more balanced as he has 
become more involved. | want also to pay tnbute to 
some of those who have not particularly hemg working 
the political furrow, but who have heen trying to help 
to build our economy 
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I can't tell you how sad I was to bew about Ron Brown 
and Chuck Mensner. Ron Brown was a hg man mm 
the Unned States of America, and he was a ng man 
mm Democratc Polncs. I first beard hem speaking at 
a Liberal International Congress im Patus some yeas 
ago when he was Charman of the Demacratx Paty. A 
man, not without his flaws, but a man who dod play an 
important role in trying to cncourage investment for us. 
Most of you knew Chuck Meusner a great deal less, 
but I knew Chuck Meissner. He came to my home on a 
sumber of occamons. We met very frequently when be 
was here, and also when | was in Wastungton. Chuck 
Meissner was a man who wrote the speeches other 
people made — a man who ploughed the furrow. and 
other people reaped the reward — 4 mar who really 
developed an interest im our affurs. and our needs, and 
1 think began to share our hopes, and we miss him 
Thanks Chuck. 


But you kaow, however much interest 1s taken by British 
Prime Ministers, inish Prime Ministers, American Pres- 
dents, the European Union, our fnends im other places. 
it sll comes back to ourselves. And you may say to 
me, as | think our Party President, Addie Morrow, was 
saying last night. “John is 1 gorng to work’. I have to 
say thus to you Yes can work, but of of is porng to 
work, we have all got to work at n 


I have to say to the Repubican Movement at this time 
“You should know from us now, that when we sad 
we would talk to you if you stopped the violence, those 
were not empty words. We were truc to our word. Were 
you truc to yours when you indicated that (his was 
an end to violence for goad’ Were you truc ty your 
word’ For goodness sake, for all our sakes, put an end 
to physical force republicanism, embrace democracy as 
the only, the only legitimate politics and youn the rest of 
us 1m trying to burld a fa and peaceful society 


1 say to Loyalists: “Like many others, | don't always 
know what to make of you. | know your past. | know 
some of the things in your present look good, and sound 
good. Build on tt. Don't shde hack as the Repubican 
Movement has done, | hope only temporanly Have 
a hit of courage. Continue to build. | have too much 
eapenence in Northern Ireland politics to promise that 
you will get the clectoral rewards, bul what you are 
doug is important, and I hope you will continue to 
challenge yourselves about your associations with some 
of thongs that are still goung on in Loyalest orgamzations. 
and that you will continue to challenge those, not just 
in Paramulitary groups, hut on the so-called loyal orders 
They have to change themselves too 


1 say to the Church Leaders You have heen preat 
leaders. tremendous relgrous leaders, Put as | read the 
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<mpiures the prophets dada! stand up to the G-atiles 
and say “You have got to understand the sensitivity 
of the Jewnh people. you know. You have got to 
apprcciate that the Jews have very leguimate concerns 
and rghts om all of these matiers.” They didn’t do that. 
They stand up to the Jews and sad to them “You 
we 4 dwgracc” That ws the difference between being 
a tehgeous leader and being a prophet. | don't say to 
you that hemng 4 prophet im your own country 6 a 
very ComfortaMec spot to cccupy, but surely wha we 
anced are mot yust religoous leaders, bul prophets in our 
COTtrreunrty 


And ict me say to John Hume and David Trambic 
You ae polrtical leaders. You ae very capable polsical 
leaders. John Hume is the most capable and aruculaic 
leader of natbomalism, certainly mn Northern ircland this 
century, of that there 1s no dowh. He is a very capable 
politcal leader. He has been catremely successful for 
his Comstetuency and | just don t mean Foyle. He has 
heen successful for Foyle, but he has heen successful 
for the whole Natonalist constituency. There is no doum 
about that. Aed David Trimie ts a young, certainly in 
Uniomest terms, a young and atticulate leader — a man 
of atulrty, there ts no dow about that. Bul when Vice 
Pressdem de Kierk came to the Forum in Dublin, he told 
ws that they have been successful in South Africa, not 
just hecause they had polytcal leaders, but because they 
had statesmen 


What ms the difference Detwoen a political leader and 
4 Statesman’ Well ict me tell you what he told us. 
A politcal leader represents his community, but in 
negotiahoms a statesman not only puts forward his 
own Party s Propositions, and puts them forward with 
force and persuasion, we all do that, but he also 
understands the requirements of his political opponents. 
He understands that if hes political opponents don't get 
someting out of ts, there n't going to be a deal. 
That «& what makes a statesman. A statesman not only 
understands this, bul goes hack and tells his own people 
the unpleasant realives they are going have to accept if 
there « to he a deal. Now that 1s a real statesman. He 
represents tes peoples views, understands his opponents 
requirements, and persuades his own people to accep 
what s necessary to do a deal. I say to John Hume and 
David Tremie “Have you the courage and capacity to 
he statesmen on the neat year or so’? Because if not, 
there will he fo agreed setilement. If you can measure 
up. and tf you can work woth the rest of ws, we can do 
it 


Whatever about the parties, whatever about those who 
have heen invoived on victence and extremum, whatever 
wl the different povernments do, the key question 
ower the peut few works comes Pack to the people 
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of Northern ireland. and the peopic do fccl uncerian 
and dismayed. Bui | have to say to them Ths » 
our chance.” 1 don't believe thal given the chormows 
mvolvement of the Brush and Insh Governments and 
the International Community, if we fa! to reach an 
agreememt they will amply ict us fe, | don't Neheve 
they will semply withdraw. 1 don't Neheve they wll 
return to a polacy of dnfi. 1 tell you what they will do! 
beheve that the Brush and Insh Governments, although 
with differing responsitulives, will put into piace what 
they beheve are the mos! appropriaic structures to create 
statiiity im our community, and I dont welcome a 
development of that kind. It 1s not pust that they ought 
get ut wrong. I only have to look at the method of 
clechon that heing proposed. to know how wrong 
they can get t' But worse than all of that, « will not 
be our agreement. And if it 1s gorng to work, the best 
possible chance of it working. is if can we tough i out 
with cach other 


I come back to Addic’s question. (Can ot work, John’ 

1 suspect that there were people whe sad to Mary 
Robinson before her clection, “Now Mary, you ar a 
very mice woman.” Not everybody in Southern Politics 
would have said that, bul a lot of people would. Mary. 
you af¢ a very nike woman, and you can sand for 
cleciion if you lke, but just don't think you have any 
chance.” Well, if you have read the book that has heen 
written about her clection, you will know that from the 
very start she wasn't interested in fighting an clection 
like that. She only wanted to participate in the clection 
if she beleved she could make a change. What she did, 
and what she had to do, was to galvanize al! sorts of 
people and groups in the community and in political life 
to come and work with her, and not to wasic thew votes 
bul to use thei votes to make a change And she did 
She got elected, and she has made a change, slowly but 


surcly and very very real change 


That is the kend of change we can create here We 
can make very real change. if, as people, we work 
together to do it. If, a parties, we are prepared to 
make the compromises. | am not pong to give you 
af Casy Message saying thal we can pel aproement to 
everyones’ satisfaction, because the truth is this. if some 
of us are NOt Prepared to give uP some of cur chermhed 
aspuravions there will he no agtement amongs! us I 
we don't grasp this opportunity with both hands. and 
from both sides of our community, the focus of decison, 
making will move outside of our Community. and others 
will decide our future. That is not what | want I doen't 
heheve it is what you want, and | dont heheve of 
what the peaple of Northern Ireland want Put ri what 


will happen 
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What about the peace’? What about the future’? Two 
years ago. #@ our Party Conference, six months in 


advance of the ceasefire, | sad to you that | believed 
that by the end of this decade we would be turning 
the pages of history on our violent past. | sull believe 
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that. I still believe im that ume scale — | beleve that 
the process might sot quite be whal some expect’ Bul 
| beleve that Alliance is the Heart of the Process that 
will take us there. 
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ireland: Brutcos Comments on Ground Rules tor 
Ulster Talks 

LD16041708% Dublin RTE Rado One Network 

on English 1600 GMT 16 Apr % 


(FSIS Tramsctbed Excerpt) The Brash goverament 
to emctease the sumer of pares and groum alowed to 
comtest aext month's Northera Ircland forum clechots 
to meet the otectons of some Independents 


Legisiabon tated at the House of Commmnoms sets out the 
format for clechoms to 4 1 )0-seal assemMly, wung the 
carting Westmunster comutuencecs as wel! as Northern 
ircland as a sngle wnat ip a two-tier system. The 10 most 
successful parves mm the poll across the sorth will he 
adlocated two seats cach. even tf they Lave po ¢ andadaics 
Ciected on a Constituency asi 


The Taoiseach [Insh Prme Minister Joba Bruton) has 
sad the ground rules for all-party talks on the north 
establish a cleas separation fetwoen the negotiations 
and the proposed Northern Ireland forum Commenting 
on the paper published by the Briush government thes 
afternoon. he sand the document made cleat the conduct 
of the all-pay talks would be cachusively a matter for 
those mvolved. Any interacvon with the forum could 
only happen at the instigation of the negouating teams 
and with thew agreement [passage omticd| 
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ireland: Bruton Says Piles Provetes Reawerances 


LDIGOSITSO% ~Dublen RTE Rado One Network 
om Enghsh 17H) GMT 14 Apr *% 


(FBIS Tramscrited Excerpt) The Brosh Goverement 
to metease the sumiter of patoes and group allowed | 
comes seut month's Northera ireland forum clacbom 
to moet the otecboms of some Independcoat [Passage 
omitted] 


The Taonecach [ineh Pome Mimester Jobs Bruton) has 
sad the ground rules for ai-party tals on the Noe 
evtaMished a cleat separasvon hetworn the acpotiaom 
and te proposed Northern Ircland forum Speaking i 
the Dal. Bruton sad he televed the plan proved 
the necessary feassurance for both Nationalists and 
U noomists 


[Begin Bruton recording] | Nebeve that thes paper pro- 
vides the necessary reassurance for Hoth Nathonalets 
and Unionists and cleats the way for all-patty nego 
abons to take place on 10 June on a Pass that ms far 
to everyhody and thats ¢ = Juciwe toward settlement 
lend recording) [passage owutted) 
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Germany: Corch Minister W ants Support fer 
NATO Membership 

AU17061327% Berien DIE WELT ox German 
I6 Apr pt 


[Report by Rucdiger Momac: “The Czech Republic 
Needs Bons on Is Path Inte NATO’) 


(FPBIS Tramilated Text] Bonn — The Creech Republic 
would he very interested in bemg accepted into NATO 
quackly. Thies was stressed by Crech Defense Minister 
Vilem Holan 2 @ interwew with DIE WELT. He 
hopes that the decision about a will be made by the 
end of Gus year of, at the latest, af the beginning of 
ocxt year. Yesterday he was received by FRG Defense 
Minister Volker Ruche (Christan Democratc Unmon) 
Them conversation focused on the further imensificaton 
of cooperation between the Bundeswehr and the Czech 
armed forces as well as all issues Concerning the security 


polcy sstuaton in Europe. 


Holan reported that Prague is trying to expand security 
policy relations with all its neighboring countnes. The 
situation in Poland is simular: Warsaw, too, is preparing 
for NATO membership. The Czech Republic hopes that 
Bonn will provide the strongest help on the path into 
the allhance. His country is also planning an intensive 
dialogue with Austria, because, in the medium-term, 
Prague capects that Vienna will give up its policy 
of neutrality and will thus fulfill the precondimon for 
hecomeng a full NATO member The minister cxpressed 
satsftachon about German-Crech cooperation im the 
mulitary sphere. His meeting with Ruche continues an 
exchange of cxports at all levels, which was started in 
May 1993 and has been sealed by a formal agreement. 
Ths year relavons between the two armics wil! be 
mmensified with 9) joint projects, involving everything 
trom talks hetween the general staffs to goodneighborly 
comlacts hetween units stationed close to the border 


Hoian also advocates armament cooperauion Prague 1s 
already Puying military telecommunk ations equipment 
fromm Germany 


Germany: |. ne Views Bundeswehr lowes, Boenia 
AU 1604125086 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
1S Apr % pp 6-28 


[Interview with German Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
by Dark Koch, place and date not given: Beyond 
Cora) 


(PRIS Translated Text) [Koch] Mr. Ruche, there was a 
rummy Chat you were threatening to resign 


[Ruche| The i complete nonsense Nothing 1s further 
frown my mond 
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[Koch] However, tus how your reyectnon of the culPacks 
wm the Gefense bsiget wvolving | to 2 tulhon German 
marks [DM], demanded by Finence Momster W agel. 
hemng imterpreted ai the Finance . ‘ustry 


[Ruche} So fa. the finance memester has not menoned 
specific figures concerning cutbacks to me. His sunny. 
however, 1s Constantly putisheng figures | am working 


on the premuse thal what was stepulated 19 the agreement 
is sull wald. 


[Koch] Paper ts patent. 


[Ruche} This is not just paper. After the Bundestag 
clechons af the end of 1994. the followmng was inc‘uded 
in the coalhon agreement: ‘We confirm the basx data 
for the future structure of the Bundeswehr and for 
the development of the defense Pudget. agreed Py the 
coalton im the summer of 1994." Thus, the defense 
budget for the next four years had heen once move 
exphotly confirmed, winch was unusual 


[Koch] A new situation has sow armen: Finance Mm- 
ister Wage! has no moncy 


[Ruche}] The finance munister declared in 1995 mm 
conpecuon with the presentavon of the budget that 
the defense budget “will not be reduced any further, 
there would even be 4 certain imcrease over the next 
few years. Above all, tbe Bundeswehr must be granted 
larger room for maacuver in the sphere of investment 
I proceed from the premise that this promise will he keys 
to the trcaps 


[Koch] The finance minister has amposed a budget 
freeze because of an acute lack of funds. The leadershep 
of the Christian Democratic Union [CDU! « now 
holding a closed session Decause of the gigantc budget 
gaps. Will the Finance Ministry now decide on new 


frigates. hebcopters. and Euro-figiters’ 


[Ruche} No. The final decison must the made Py 
parliament. | am convinced that I can fely on the broad 
support of the Bundestag Groups of the CDU/Chrisuan 
Social Union (CSU) and Pree Democratx Party of 
Germany, which want to avoid everything that mught 
plunge the Bundeswehr once more into a cris, as did 
the cuthacks three years ago 


[V och) Is Helmut Kohl on your side’ 


[Ruehe} Yes, of course. The chancellor has repeatedly 
stated that the troops will recerve what they need He 
himself made a sizaNie contribution to tha coalton 


agreement 


[Koch] The finance munister reserves the decmon on 
expenditure exceeding DMS millon 
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because of an acute danger for the lives of the sailors in 


we would only be able to react to a crisis to a limited 
extent. 


{Koch} The truth is that the order for the frigates for 
DM3 billion would mainly ensure jobs in the shipyards 
along the coast. 

[Ruche}) Above all, it is a military decision. However, 
everybody should also know that, if cutbacks are carned 


{Koch} You have said: If orders for the frigates are not 
placed, the coast will burn. 
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parucularly because the Bundeswehr benefits from this 
investment. 


[Koch] Would you postpone the purchase of the Franco- 
German helicopters or of the Euro-fighter/Fighter 90° 


[Ruche] No. All investment decisions must be made on 
a umely basis. As far as the helicopters are concerned, 
we afe waiting for final decisions from the French 
side. Basically, the project continues to exist, but in 
all likelihood fewer helicopters might be built than 
originally planned. | expect to receive a price offer for 
the Euro-fighter before the summer recess. Talks will 
then be held and a decision made in the second half 
of the year. One cannot simply adapt the needs of the 
Bundeswehr to the budget situation. One cannot sci up 
a new division if the economy picks up and dissolve it 
when the economy slackens. 


[Koch] French President Jacques Chirac has announced 
a drastic reduction of the army. Why do you insist on a 
Bundeswehr of no fewer than 340,000 men? 


[Ruche] Five years ago, we still had 650,000 troops, 
organized in two German armies. | faced serious prob- 
lems within my own party when the Bundeswehr was 
reduced from 370,000 to 340,000. Now we have even 
reached a consensus with numerous Social Democrats 
in the Bundestag that no further reduction is possibic. 
If we want to maintain compulsory military service and 
if we wani to be an important stability factor in the al- 
liance, this is the lowest we can go. 


[Koch] The French president is reducing the army 
because France is no longer threatened by “hordes. This 
alse epplies to Germany. 


[Ruche] We are in a different geostrategic situation. 
France can only realize its plans because we behave in 
a different manner. For Europe's defense to be credibic, 
it is necessary for the Bundeswehr to be able to increase 
its strengih to 670,000 men by calling up its reservisis in 
the event of a crisis, which is not topical at the moment 
and which nobody wants. Moreover, why should US 
taxpayers finance 100,000 soldiers in Europe if all 
the Europeans are reducing their armies, even though 
enough dangers sull exist? 


[Koch] Where do you see dangers to our security” 


[Ruche) Do you always need a specific hostile image’ 
For me, the enemy is the instability of the historical 
development in Europe, as the example of the Balkans 
has shown clearly. In the former Soviet Union, changes 
are certainly not irreversible. We must be able to react 
The Germans must learn that armed forces are needed as 
a precaution. The Bundeswehr in its present form, with 
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the system of compulsory military service and reservists, 
will protect our lives in the future. 

[Koch] The truth is that compulsory military service 
is now legiumized by alternative national service, if 
there are no conscripts, there are no young men doing 
[Ruche}] No, this is completely wrong. Military service 
iS More important than alternative national service. It 
must be accorded priority, also on the basis of the 
constitution. Only those who refuse to do military 
service can apply for alternative national service. 


{Koch} Do you share the chancellor's concern that the 
alternative national service? 

[Ruche} No, | would not put it that way. The decisive 
thing is: Those who legitimize military service through 
alternative national service undermine the system: We 
need compulsory military service as our contribution to 
stability in Europe. Also, we do not want a professional 
army, involving the danger of a changed mentality, 
which might attract Rambos or legionaires. 

[Koch] French Prime Minister Alain Juppe has pre- 
sented a proposal for a European army of 250,000 to 
300,000 men, which should also have its own general 
staff. 


[Rueche} The proposal that he submitted as the chairman 
of his party is unacceptable to us. It would destroy 
transatlantic relations. What we want is to develop 
structures within NATO that create flexibility and the 
possibility to act for Europe while taking France's needs 
imto consideration, we do not want doubie structures of 
competuuve models. 
[Koch] The Bosnian conflict has just shown that the 
Europeans alone are not capable of acting. 
[Ruche] The conflict has gone beyond the control of 
the Buropeans. In the future, we must act on a timely 
basis. | do not believe that the United States will 
| intervene in every European crisis. In the 
event of smaller crises, eS oe 


act independently, in cooperation and coordination with 
the Americans. 
{Koch} Referring to the Bosnia mission, you stated: 


“Our Bundeswehr soldiers cn Gee tales = 
NATO and we will jointly leave this region.” 
still valid” 

[Ruche}] The mission is limited to 12 months because 
of a NATO decision. The Bundestag has confirmed this 
decision. There will be no change. The major military 


objectives of this mission, the military separation of the 
parties to the conflict, the collection and supervision 
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of weaponry, will be achieved in the course of April. 
In the remaining months, the political process toward 
cooperation among the parties to the conflict musi be 
placed on a lasting basis. | consider ut a big mistake to 


speculate on possible extensions. 


[Koch] Chancellor Kohl has declared that he “cannot 
tell at this point” how long the peace mission should 
last. Aides to the chancellor have recently also supported 
French proposals that the Eurocorps should be used after 
the withdrawal of U.S. oops. 


{Ruehe] The headquarters of the Eurocorps is based 
in Strasbourg. Divisions with normal structures are 
assigned to the Eurocorps. They are only capable of 
national defense and the defense of the alliance and 
they include over SO percent of conscripts, whose 
deployment in the Balkans is not possible. Thus, some 
mention the Eurocorps without knowing what they are 
talking about. We should not proceed according to the 
motto: What we did not achieve as NATO together with 
the United States we will accomplish without the United 
States. 


[Koch] Nevertheless, the insight is growing that only 
a robust military presence can prevent new hostilities 
from flaring up after the withdrawal of the [FOR troops. 


[Ruehe}] As far as the political process is concerned, 
we afe not optimistic, either. Yet even 60,000 soldiers 
cannot enforce political understanding between Croats 
and Muslims, as has become clear in Mostar. Peace 
must grow from the inside. There is no aliernative. 
Once the NATO troops withdraw, there will be a betier 
mulitary balance in the eature region than during the four 
years of war. The best solution would be a disarmament 


agreement, supulating that the party that has more 
weapons must eliminate more... 


[Koch] ...or else? 


[Ruche] If this cannot be achieved, the weaker partes 
must be strengthened to deter the other parties from 
staring a war. 


[Koch] Are you talking about Western weapons and 
training for the Muslims? 


[Ruche] Disarmament must be given priority. Yet if 
the Serbs do not reduce their arms by the middle of 
the year, the United States will strengthen the Muslims 
by providing training and equipment. | consider this 
morally and politically justified and better then many 
other measures proposed by the European side 


{Koch} What will happen if this deterrent does not work 
and if the opponents start attacking cach other again’ 
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{Ruche] How long should foreign troops stay in the 
Balkans? A hundred years, several generations, until 
reconciliation is achieved? This is no precise policy with 
clear goals. Foreign troops cannot accomplish that. For 
this reason, they will shortly be reduced. The air force, 
for example, was very successful in eliminating the air 
defense system. NATO has newly assessed the situation 
as being more favorable. Thus, we have transferred two 
of our eight ECR tornados from Italy back to Germany. 
Armored [FOR units might also be withdrawn from 
Yugoslavia in the middie of the year and replaced with 
light infantry. 

[Koch] Is this the beginning of the final withdrawal of 
the Bundeswehr from the Balkans? 


{Ruche] i feel a great responsibility here. | have 
contributed decisively to ihe presence of troops there. 
One can casily get lost in the abysses of the Balkans. 
I want to bring the troops home safely after a sensible 
conclusion of the operation. Twelve months is a very 
long ume. 


[Koch] Mr. Ruche, thank you for the interview. 


Germany: Kohl Seeks Employers, Unions Support 
on Thrift Package 

AU 1604124896 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 16 Apr 96 p2 


[Report by “eli/mes”: “Kohl Looking for Support for the 
Thrift Package”) 

{FBIS Translated Text} Bonn — The presentation of the 
Federal Government's planned $0-billion-mark [DM] 
thrift package is being delayed, because Chancelior 
Helmut Kohi also wants to include employers and trade 
unions in the decision. Even though on the day after 
the discussion round with the chancellor on Sunday [14 
April] lists of thrift measures involving gigantic sums 
were circulating in Bonn, including a consolidation 
package in the social sector of about DM13 billion, 
which has not been officially confirmed, Kohl wants 
to wait for a conference with employers’ associations 
and trade unions on 23 April before coming to specific 
decisions. 


Individual items of the thrift catalogue, which was dis- 
cussed by the heads of party and parliamentary groups 
of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU], the Christian 
Social Union [CSU], and the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP], as well as sorne ministers in the Chan- 
cellor’ Office, leaked on Monday nevertheless. Thus. 
Labor Minister Norbert Bluem reportedly prepared a 
thrift list with a volume of DM13.3 billion from his 


area of responsibility. In addition, the round reportedly 
discussed savings in the Federal Employment Office of 
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DM2.3 billion, which had hitherto been used for job cre- 
ation measures in eastern Germany, it was heard from 
the coalition on Monday. 


Al the weekend it became known that the Federal Gov- 
ernment is striving for two “zero rounds” in the public 
sector, which is to provide annual savings of DM20 bil- 
lion. The round threw out the plan to reduce the Christ- 
mas bonus for civil servants. A “large part” of the thrift 
package mus! also be pul together in the individual fed- 
eral ministries, the CDU/CSU said on Monday. Once 
again, the defense budget was mentioned, whose stabil- 
ity is called into question in the current budget. 
According to available information, Chancellor Kohl, 
who chaired the discussions and, for the first ume since 
his Easter vacation, had himself briefed extensively 
about the topical figures, admitted the thrift require- 
ments of DMSO billion for Federal Government, laen- 
der, and communities as a guiding value. However, the 
politicians agreed to wait for the so-called chancellor 
round on 23 April. In particular the changes in the so- 
cial sector should be coordinated in this round, because 
Kohl wants to “wait for proposals by working people's 
representatives and those of the employers,” it was said 
in the Chancellor's Office. For the tax policy corrections 
the key date is 15 May, the day of the tax estimate. 


On Monday, the FDP once again opposed secking a 
way out through tax increases or through higher new 
debts and insisted on savings in al! public budgets at 
a volume of DMSO billion. The FDP is prepared for 
“clear reductions in expenditure,” the Party Presidium 
Stated, but did to give any details. In addition to 
the thrift measures, of which the Federal Government 
must achieve DM25 billion, three further efforts are 
immunent: 


In consolidating the social systems, it must be ensured 
that the level of contributions to pension insurance does 
not exceed 20 percent of wages and salaries. At the 
moment it is 19.2 percent. The FDP wants to provide 
“direct employment stimuli” by recognizing private 
houscholds as employers in the future and by improving 
help for founding one’s own business. However, the 
big reform of payroll and income tax, “which is to be 
worked out and adopted by the end of this legislative 
period” remains a central concern of the party. 


“In the Presidium FDP Chairman Wolfgang Gerhardt 
expressed satisfaction about the round of negotia- 
tions with Kohl. The coalition “has made quite some 
progress” on the path of consolidation. In the party's 
Presidium, it was said that the FDP has the definite 
impression that the chancellor i: tackling the task of 
consolation with firm concentration on the goal.” 
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Germany: Bluem Clashes With Colleagues Over 
Thrift Package 

AU1704113596 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

16 Apr % pi 


[Report by Martun S. Lambeck: “Bluem Isolated in 
Quarrel Over Thrift Package’ } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn — In the coalition nego- 
tations in Bonn on the Federal Government's planned 
thrift program, there is a harsh difference betweea FRG 
Labor Minister Norbert Bluem (Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU]) and the CDU social politicians on the 
one hand and FRG Finance Minister Theo W aigel, the 
Christian Social Union [CSU], and the Free Democratic 
Party of Germany [FDP] on the other. Bluem wants to 
halt the cuthacks in the social sector; the other side de- 
mands visible reductions. Therefore, during the discus- 
sions with the chancellor on 14 April, there was a heated 
dispute between Helmut Kohl and Norbert Bluem on the 
future social policy. 


The CSU and FDP accuse Bivem of having presented 
whitewashed figures for the pensions so far. Bluem also 
met with incomprehension because of his effort to main- 
tain property tax for private persons and to even raise it 
through lower tax-exempt amounts. Bluem argued that 
this is necessary to avoid a jealous discussion. Finance 
Minister W aigel (CSU) and the FDP contradict this cate- 
goncally. They demand the abolition of property tax for 
companies and private persons. Health Minister Horst 
Sechoter (CSU) adopted the toughest position opposite 
Bluem: He even demanded postponing the second stage 
of nursing care insurance. In connection with this issue, 
Bivem still enjoys the chancellor's support. In addition, 
Sechofer threw out a list of savings measures drawn up 
by Bluem, which would yield a volume of 13.3 billion 
German marks [DM], as “unrealistic.” 


FDP Chairman Wolfgang Gerhardt said in his party's 
Presidium meeting that “quite some progress was made” 
during the discussion with the chancellor. FDP circles 
say that Kohl prevented a “social watering down” of 
the thrift program. Said one participant in the talks: 
“The chancellor gave a very purposeful and active 


Impression — 


The coalition’s parliamentary groups will be briefed 
today on the state of the talks. Decisions will be 
made only after the talks of the partners to the wage 
negotiations with Kohl on 23 April. For the social 
system, it ts likely that there will be no days of unpaid 
sick leave. Instead, only about 80 percent of the wages 
are to be paid at the beginning of an iliness. In the 
pubic sector, zero rounds are planned for 1996 and 
1997. This could save DMIO billion per year. This 
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would be a large part of the DM25 billion that the 
Federal Government has to save. Together, the Federal 
Government and laender must save DMSO billion. 


In tax policy, there will be a pollution-related vehicle 
tax. However, the FDP will agree only if the coalition 
decides that a big reform for payroll and income tax 
will be adopted by the end of this legislative penod. 
Bundestag Group Chairman Solms intends to present an 
FDP model for such a reform by the end of this week. 
Inheritance tax is to remain unchanged. The value added 
tax will not be changed and not raised. 


Germany: SPD Disappointed Over Coalition's 
Thrift Talks 


AU 1704112496 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
16 Apr 96 p2 


[Report by Karl-Ludwig Guensche: “The SPD Expects 
Kohl's Oath of Disclosure’ | 


[FBiS Translated Text] Bonn — The Presidium of 
the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] has 
recommended to the Socia! Democratic members on 
the Bundestag-Bundesrat Mediation Commitice not to 
agree to the plarned reductions of social welfare and 
benefits for asylum seekers tomorrow. Federal Manager 
Franz Muentefering said dunng a Presidium mecting 
yesterday that it is unacceptable that the details are 
already decided before the Federal Government presents 
an overall concept on how it wants to close the budget 
gaps totaling 50 billion marks. 


Muentefering expressed disappointment about the result 
of the discussion with the chancellor on 14 April. The 
“Dr. Helmut Helpless and Discouraged Company’ Iet 
a few balloons fly away and laid a few mines but did 
not give any specific answers to the country’s problems. 
However, the SPD expects the government and coalition 
to present a concept that reflects the real situation 
and what the government wants to do. “The oath of 
disclosure is necessary, Mueniefering said. Only when 
the government has openly presented its plans will the 
SPD present its own concept. It does not want to repeat 
past mistakes and comment on individual problems 
before the entire thrift package is on the table. 


Muentefering announced that the SPD wants to preserve 
the welfare state “in its core areas.” These include 
social, pension, and unemployment insurance. Nor will 
the SPD agree to changes in the continued payment 
of wages in case of sickness. However, the SPD 
will certainly be open to discussion about savings in 
individual areas, such as regarding therapeutic cures 


The SPD wants a fairer tax system and a reduction 
of ancillary wage costs, Muentefering stressed Labor 
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However, the substance of the welfare state must not be 
touched. 


Germany: Tietmeyer Expects Growth Without 
Inflation 


AU 1604140096 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 16 Apr 96 p 37 


[Report by “vwd": “Tietmeyer: No Inflationary Pres- 
sure™] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omitted] After the 
monthly meeting of the G-10 central bank chiefs in the 
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BIZ (Bank for Internauona! Sett! ments}, Bundesbank 
Presidemt Hans Tieuncyer stated that the improved 
prospects of growth in Europe are not accompanied 
by new inflauonary risks. In the Central European 
countries, there are first indications of an end of the 
“pause in growth. He said that “the spring seems 
to have come” for these countnes, which he did not 
specify. Tietmeyer admitted that “there are, of course, 
numerous structural problems.” 


In the G-10 there is a large group of countries, especially 
Canada, the United States, Great Britain, and Italy, 
where there are prospects of conunuing growth without 
inflationary pressure. In Japan, the economic situavon 
is consolidating, he said. Tietmeyer pointed out that 
the central bank governors commented positively on 
the latest developments on the international foreign 
exchange markets, in particular the recovery of the 
dollars. A “normalization process, where progress has 
already been made in numerous respects,” 1s under way 
on these markets, the Bundesbank president said. 
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France: Juppe Comments on de Charette Mideast 
Mission 


LD1604180096 Paris LCI Television in French 
1500 GMT 16 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] At the National Assembly this 
afternoon, Alain Juppe commented on the importance 
of Herve de Charette’s diplomatic mission: 

[Begin Juppe recording) He is very clear with his in- 
terlocutors: The escalation of violence musi be stopped, 
fighting must cease, and agreements must be found to 
ensure lasting peace in the region. 

In the context of this mussion, the foreign minister has 
also approached those countries which can have an 
influence on the Hezbollah — | am thinking of Syria 
and iran — so that these countries can do their utmost 
to have control over shooung by the Hezbollah, and put 
an end to it. 

France remains convinced that it is through the imple- 
mentation of Resolution 425 of the UN Security Coun- 
cil that the security of the states in the region can be 
guaranteed through the restoration of the sovereignty of 
Lebanon over its territory, thus allowing the Lebanese 
government to fully play its role. [end recording] 
[Announcer] Alain Juppe also reiterated that France 
understands and shares Israel's concern over its security, 
but he condemned Isracli shelling of Lebanese civilians 
who are being held to ransom. 


France: U.S. Support for israel Examined 
BR1604141496 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
IS Apr 96 pé4 


[Article by Stephane Marchand: “Americans Suppor 
israel” | 


“respects the rights of a country to respond when its 
citizens are repeatedly attacked.” 

Despite the Isracli bombardments of Beirut, the first 
in 14 years, the U.S. secretary of state this weekend 


the Middle East peace process. In return, a chill in 
relations between the Israciis and Arabs could tarnish 
Bill Clinton's precious achievements with an 


diplomauc 
cye to the upcorang presidential clection in November. 
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Benevolent Indifference 


The Democrat administration's suppor for Isracl — 
which has been clear over the pasi three years —- re- 
ceived a shot in the arm with Yitzhag Rabin’s assassina- 
von and the subsequent recent wave of Islamist attacks 
On Friday [12 April], State Deparment Spokesman 
Nick Burns said the Israeli operations were justified duc 
to the “unacceptable number of civilian casualues in 
northern Israci.” On the other hand, the administration 
had no comment on an Isracli helyopter’s destruction 
of a Lebanese ambulance carrying children (among oth- 
ers), several of whom were killed. Isracl, Mr. Burns ex- 
plained, “had to respond to these hatcful attacks.” 


Far from recommending restraint for Israci, the United 
States has launched an appeal to Syria and iran to 
stop the Hizballah attacks. “God's Panty. a Shi'ite 
organization, is thought to be financed in part by Iran 
ht works out of the Bekaa valicy, a region in Lebanon 
where more than 30,000 Syrian soldiers are stationed 
It is generally acknowledged that Hizhallah enjoys the 
benevolent indifference of Syna. 


In the shorn term, America’s support aims to help 
Shimon Peres stay in power. In the long term, 1 could 
— according to certain experts — compromise the 
prospects for Israch-Syrian peace. But the admunistra- 
tion prefers to think that President Hafiz al-Asad has 
effectively made, as it has often repeated, the ‘strategic 
choice” of peace with Isracl and rapprochement with 
the West. From this point of view, Syna will sooner 
or later have to distance itself from its frend Iran, and 
Damascus does not necessarily take a dim view of Is- 
racl attacking Hizballah — a mopping up operator “>. 
Syria could not do itself. From 1988 to 1993, George 
Bush was keen to balance his Middle East diplomacy 
in order to encourage the Arabs and Palestinians to sign 
the peace with Isracl. In 1993, U.S. aid for Isracl is 
less controversial. After all, several Arab countries are 
wrestling with the threat of radical fundamentaiinm at 
the same time as Isracl. 


France: Article Views ‘Tacit’ U.S. Support for 
Israel 

BRIG04141296 Paris LE MONDE in French 

16 Apr 9% p3 


[Article by Laurent Zecchini: “Washington Lets Israc! 
Exploit the Situation Before Asking for ‘Restraint’ ”| 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Bill Clinton, whose every de- 
cision is carefully weighed against the impact i might 
have on November's presidential clection. 1s not one to 
criticize Shim'on Peres for having directed Israch: secu- 
rity policy in view of its repercussions on the pencra! 
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elecuons of 29 May. This is all the more truc since.in images of the mass human cxodus caused by the 
hight of this upcomung event, the interests of the Isracli _—iIsracii attacks in Lebanon have moved the international 
prime munister and the man in the White House ae community. The United States, as ut did in 1993, 
closely linked. The U.S. Admimistration is convinced has put off its intervenuon until the last minute to 
that defeat for the Labor Party would inflict a possibly give Jerusalem time to inflict crushing blows on the 
fatal blow on the Middle East peace process which Mr Hizbaliah before it is obliged to step im and ask Israc! 
Clinton has made one of his political priorities: Elec- to show more “restraint.” For his part, Shim’ on Peres 1s 
toral Gefeat for Mr. Peres would be a de facto political well aware that, in this bizarre race against the clock. 
reverse for Mr. Clinton. he will have to quickly push home his advantage 
bo nbarding the Iranian Hizballah positions 

akon thee ae toe ai ten Already the Lebanese and Syrian Governments are suf- 
“doing the dirty job” by indirectly targeting the Tehran fering the consequences of the action and are being con- 


However, this logic of a more or less unconditional 
American support for Israel has its limits. The damning 


cans and the Israclis is to force Syrian Pressdent Hafiz 
al-Asad to take steps to clamp down on the mulitary 
activity of the Hizballah from Lebanon. Washington 
and Damascus are both showing signs of realism: The 
Syrian-Isracli negotations that were taking place in a 
suburb of Washington but which were then suspended 
indefinitely following the terrorist campaign waged in- 
side Israel by Hamias, will not restart immediately: The 
elections, at least those in Israci, will freeze the peace 
process for several months now. 


In these conditions, the United States considers ut 
has nothing to lose in continuing to give the Israch 
leadership free rem, at least for as long as the fallout of 
Jerusalem's rather heavy-handed policy does not harm 
its own image. However, this type of military escalation 
is potentially dangerous, especially since the Israch 
army is indeed striking within striking distance of the 
Syrian border in the Bekaa Plain, thus running the risk 
of reprisals from Damascus. In 1993 the United States 
pracuced precisely this kind of “laissez faire’ policy 
before it stepped in in favor of a cease-fire. It has clearly 


adopted the same strategy today, with all the risks of 
things slipping out of control that that implies 
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Italy: Parties’ Foreign, Defense Policies Compared 
BR1i204141496 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in halian 
12 Apr % p7 

[Arucle by Piero Ignazi: “Parties Not Worlds Apart”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Foreign policy is not a strong 
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ITALY B) 


Both the Freedom Pole and the Olive Tree call for « 
greater role for Ktaly within the international bodies, 
and especially the United Nations. They both raise the 
issue of the : and effectiveness of the 
Security Council within which Italy's more conunuous 
presence should be guaranteed. Since the task performed 
by the United Nations has recently been prevaienily 
peace-keeping, the Olive Tree calls for the establishment 
of permanent military units formed directly by the 
United Nations. 


it is interesting to note that both the major contestants 
have devoted attention to the issue of foreign wade. 
The Freedom Pole’s and Olive Tree's programs are 
very similar on this pount, and they urge a Coordination 
of financial interventions in support of exports and 
4 reorganization (and in the Olive Tree's case, also 
privatization) of insurance and finance agencies (Medio 
Credito Centrale, Simest. and Finest). 


The issue of military alliances is broached only by Com- 
munist Renewal, which urges Europe's denuclearization 
and a transformation of “entirely obsolete military al- 
liances such as NATO” into “forms of collective secu- 
rity such as the OECD.” The other alignments, however, 
all set their sights on an enlargement of NATO to the 
East, and the Olive Tree goes as far as to envisage co- 
operation initiatives with Russia, too, without whose 
contribution Europe cannot be stabilized 


As far as defense policy is concerned, everyone calls 
for the replacement of the WEU, but only the League 
explicitly argues in favor of the establishment of a 
European army as a necessary Complement to a process 
of European building. At the same time, however, the 
League, unlike both the Freedom Pole and the Olive 
Tree, does not suppor the introduction of professional 
armed forces (though it does not explicitly oppose 
it, as Communist Renewal does). Everyone intends to 
maintain an alternative civilian service: The Olive Tree 
wants it to be open to women, whereas the Freedom Pole 
suggests that women be included on an equal footing 


Immigration — a burning issue that ignites the political 
debate from time to time, especially in connection with 


crime news — finds everyone surprisingly in agreement 
Apart from Communist Renewal. al! the partes demand 
Italy's adherence to the Schengen agreements on border 
controls and free circulation within Europe. The League. 
which is anxious to counter the charge of racism leveled 
a it (sometimes not without reason), agrees with the 
Olive Tree and the Freedom Pole on the need to protect 
immigrants’ civil nghts and to plan. in consultation 
with the African and Maghreh countries, immigration 
flows, taking particular account of the labor market 




















2 ITALY 


gard to the future of Europe and NATO and Italy's role 


omy’. more powers for the European Parliament and the 
Committee of the Regions; the abolition of the power 
of veto over future revisions; the communitarization of 
the “third pillar” (justice and internal affairs). 


Olive Tree: Enlargement to Eastern and Southern EBu- 
rope. 
Northern League Enlargement on the basis of simular- 
ity. 
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Communist Renewal: No reference. 

NATO 

Olive Tree: An extension of the alliance to the East. 
involving Russia (co; a greater European presence 
within the alliance. 

Northern League: No reference. 


Communist Renewal: Its wansformation into a nonmil- 
itary “collective security” body. 


Immigration 


Freedom Pole: Ratification of the Schengen agreements: 
civil rights for immigrants; protection of expelices’ 
rights; agreements with countries of origin; the defini- 
tion of volume in consultation with industry; a distinc- 
tion between refugees and immigrants. 

Olive Tree: Protection of basic human rights even in 
the case of illegal immigrants; protection of expelees’ 
rights; cooperation with countries of origin; support 
for immigrants’ training and education; monitoring and 
reception at the borders; a disunction between refugees 
and immigrants. 

Northern League: Ratification of the Schengen agree- 
ments; admission limited to our absorption capacity: 
greater immigration controls. 


Communist Renewal: Agreements with countries of on- 
gin; the right to vote in local elections; encouragement 
of muluculturalism. 


Cooperation and Development 


Freedom Pole: Punding joint ventures and training pro- 
grams, greater use of nongovernmental organizations. 
to turn the Cooperation Department into an indepen- 
dent agency. 


Olive Tree: To replace the simple transfer of assets 
with sustainable development; aid to populations, not 
governments; greater use of voluntary workers and 


Northern League: Cooperation with the Mediterranean 
and the countries of the East; greater use of nongovern- 
Communist Renewal: The allocation of 0.7 percent of 
GDP. a move away from crisis management toward the 
continuous motilization of resources. the cancellation of 


renegotiation of developing countnes dels. greater UN 
control over the financial, money. and goods markets 
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Defense Policy 


Freedom Pole: Professional armed forces; the mainie- 
nance of current spending levels; modermizaon, the in- 
troduction of recrusment for women; the reorganization 
of the civilian service. 


Olive Tree: professional armed forces; integration with 
NATO, abandoning the role of “platform” for multilat- 
eral operations; modernization; alternative civilian ser- 
vice open to women, too. 


Italy: Forza Italia Outlines Stance on Verona EMS 
Accord 


BR1604135196 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in Italian 
16 Apr % p3 


the excluded currencies. This is why ! again appeal 
for everyth ) begin in 1999." According ys 
it would be ocful to have a more serous 

during the choc uon Campaign on European topics, with 
fewer improvisers and fewer clectoralist distortions 
“The Olive Tree has tried to us as Buro- skepucs, 
bul the only real point is we want to achieve as 
much of Europe as we whereas the Left — very 
late converts to Europe — displays excessive zeal and 
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Finland: Report Takes Positive View of Lipponen 
Cabinet 


BRIGO6092896 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 12 Apr 9 pé4 


crament Picased With First Year") 


(PBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Paavo Lippo- 
nen s government, which completes its first year on Sat- 
way [13 April], believes i has performed very well 
Guring its first year. 

The government assessed its program and actions at the 
Wodnesday evening cabinet session on the basis of 2 
follow-up report compiled by Under Secretary of State 
Rauno Saar 


Saati's report says that the government's savings pro- 
gram has increased market confidence im economx pol- 
icy. Interest rates have fallen by several percent during 
the year and inflation ts the lowest in Europe. 


According to the report, the biggest problem is con- 
unuing high unemployment. The government has not 
succeeded in creating cnough new jobs to result in un- 
employment being cut in half. 

improvement in the employment situation has been 
hampered by the slow recovery of the domestic markets 
and by structural problems in the cconomy. Growth in 
production declined dunng 1995. 


EU Adjustment Has Gone Well 


On the plus side & was noted thet a moderate income 
policy settlement -vas reached with the government's 
volvement. The employment program which resulied 1s 
assessed im positive terms. Two thirds of the measures 
in the program have been realized completely or in part. 
On the other hand, the report does not mention the 
fact that the so-called tripartite negotiavons between the 


FBIS-WEL-96-075 
17 April 1996 


goverament and the patucs on the labor market cade’ 
withoul resull on Many central pounts 


Adjustment to membersiup of the El’ has pone very 
well, according to the report. The objectives Finland 
sei Gunag membersiup ncgotiavons have been achieved 
and the goverament has buill up intensive Cooperation 
with the Eduskusta on EU maticrs. 


in addition, the report says that Finland has taken a1) 
active part in the EU's decisionmaking process and 
taken the initiative on such issues as employment and 
the EU's Baluc and Russian policies. 


Reports on the Way 


Among the wmportani issucs commng up im the aca 
future. the report mesuons putung the employment 
program into effect, climunating gaps in imcome, a 
review of unemployment insurance. and measures Wo 
improve working Cond:vons for srnali and medium-size 
businesses. 


Next week the Eduskuata will receive a report from the 
government on the improvement in Finnish prepared. 
ness for and humanitatian activities. In 
May there will be a memorandum on reform of financ- 
ing systems, followed by one on government sulidies 
Later in the year the government will compile a report 
on social insurance. 


The government plans to even oul and adjust subsidies 
to business as carly as the beginning of next year The 
government will discuss a program for the activities of 
small and medium-sized compames acu week 


During the spring the Eduskunta will receive. in addition 
to bills on unemployment compensation and work 
others such as a proposal for foresiries legisianon. 


the financing of sustainable forest management. and 
legisiavon on nature Comervatlion 
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NC1704115896 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English 0709 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[PRIS Transcribed Text] New York. Apr 17 (CNA)— 
Cyprus’ permanent representative to the UN. Nikos 








CYPRUS 3s 


musmon charung coastal acas. Exh romsion lasted 
roughly 30 munutes. 


Agathokicous soted that last month fow Turkish F4 
arcraft had also violated Cypriot airspace. 


He acted thal such intrusons also violate international 


ar and safety reguiavoms and scnously cndanger civil 
aviation flights over Cyprus. 


Turkish fighters rouuncly overfly Cypriot aurspace. Thus 
fas wt has been with impunity. 


On October 25, 1995 airspace violations cloned protests 
act only from the Cyprus government but from the U.N 
peacekeeping force in Cyprus as well. 

On August 25. 1995S Turkish reconnaissance wrcrafi 
violated Cyprus’ airspace in what was believed to he 
an atiemp to undermine resumpuon of UN. spomscred 
Cyprus peace talks. 


Earher that month Turkish-piloted F-i6s screamed 
above Nicosia in a military show to celebrate the 21a 
anniversary of the 1974 imvasion and occupation of 47 
per cemt of Cyprus territory. 

There appears litle dow that the overflights are in- 
tended as psychological warfare 


The violations last week roughly comcoded with the 
Wash’ gion talks between US. prewdent Bill Clin- 
top and Greek Prime Minister Konstandinos Siomutis, 
a heavy handed reminder perhaps thal the standot! a 
Greece's Eastern Acgean imia Isict, in January, wig- 
nalied a new turn in Turkish policy 


The Greek prime minister noted while in New York 
that there has been a “qualitative change in the nature 
of Turkish claims”. 
He said the Isict crisis indicated that Turkey now was 
“disputing Greek territory iteclf a well @ “titles of 
sovereignty over i. 


Cyprus: Denktas Opposes Kliridhis Proposal to 
UNSC 


TAI604172596 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1500 GMT 16 Apr % 


[Report by Gunal Sayin} 


{PBIS Translated Text} Lefkosa [Nicowa] AA — Rauf 
Denktas. of the Turtash Republi of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC] has warned the UN Security Counc 
prior to its meetng to he held tomorrow. 


In a statement to the Anatoha Agency, Denkias stressed 
that the proposal made by Greek Cyprict leader Klernd. 
his on “disarmament is armed a climmnating the pus. 
amee and aliance agreements, adding that the Cirreck 
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Greece: Colume Sees US. ‘imperialiom’ in Imis 


Crosés 

being subjected (officially too) to US. referees 

same tome, like a U.S. cheseman on the chessboard 
[s 


NC1IGO416S096 Athens RIZOSPASTTS wm Greet 


14 Apr% pi 
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his seat at the Ataturk Cultural Center Hall in Istanbul 


as in international relations. He un- 
derlined that democracy is the common denominator of 
peace, development, and prosperity. Demirel said it is 
important to find ways to react in similar ways to the 
same events. The president also asked that the tendency 
to apply double standards should not be allowed to un- 


dermine global solidarity. 


ple most authorized to speak on behalf of the global 
will. Governments and intergovernmenta! organizations 
are obliged to listen to your voice. Therefore, your task 
is difficult, but it is honorable, effective, and influen- 
tial. Your work should be to help mankind on the road 


cide, attacks, poverty, hunger, and epidemic diseases are 
not a matter of destiny. We al! share this responsibility. 
Let us embrace this task together. Let us seek ways to 


find global solutions to global problems. Together. let 
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us give direction to a world that will better meet the 
hopes and expectations of today’s and tomorrow's gen- 
erations. [end recording) 


Demirel also expressed pleasure that the conference 
is being held in Istanbul, which has been a center of 
tolerance throughout history and which unites cultures, 
Civilizations, and continents. [passage omitted] 


Turkey: Yilmaz Speaks at [PU Conference 


TA1704072596 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 16 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Prime Minister Mesut Yi!- 
maz has declared that the world has turned into a global 
village and that parliaments, which symbolize the na- 
tional will, are coming to the forefront in the course of 
this process. 

Yilmaz addressed the 95th Interparliamentary Union 
(IPU] meeting in istanbul today. Yilmaz expressed 
pleasure that the conference is being held in Istanbul, 
which has been enriched by the meeting of different 
cultures, and added that for centuries Istanbul has been 
a symbol of conciliation and tolerance. 


Explaining that the fields of human rights and democ- 
racy have recently been reanimated, Yilmaz remarked 
that totalitarian regimes are generally collapsing and that 
the walls against nations are lifting. The prime minister 
pointed out that, within this process, the world is turn- 
ing into a global village and that parliaments are coming 
to the forefront. He said: Parliaments, which symbolize 
the national will, are the vanguards of change within 
democracy and the supervisors of the orderly imple- 
mentation of these changes. 


In his speech, Yilmaz recalled that the world has 
rediscovered the importance of human rights and basic 
freedoms. Stressing that freedom of expression, freedom 
of religion and conscience, and freedom of initiative 
constitute the fundamental elements of democracy, 
Yilmaz recalled that international human rights charters 
underline that all people are created equal and that this 
equality is a God-given right. 


Yilmaz went on: I believe that we must define this 
as follows. All women are also created equal and this 
equality is also a right endowed on them by God. 
I am proud of the fact that Turkey recognized this 
equality many years ago under the leadership of Ataturk. 
Together, we must strive to eliminate the remnants of 
the recent lack of equality between man and woman 
Without women’s rights, human rights will remain an 
empty concept. Parliaments are the institutions that will 
enable us to achieve these goals. They are also the 
very instituuions that will determine the parameters and 
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Ter-Petrosyan’s special envoy to Turkey, Zhirayr Li- 
arrived in Ankara on the eve of Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz's visit to Baku. The message he conveyed 


said: “Let us improve our relations without loss of time. 
it will have positive effects on the peace talks.” 


Liparitian conveyed Ter-Petrosyan’s message to Pres- 
idem Suleyman Demirel yesterday. He later informed 
HURRIYET as follows: “The message was in response 
to the message President Demirel conveyed to Yerevan 
some time ago.” 


Liparitian has held extensive talks with Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz and the Foreign Ministry officials. He 
is expected to leave Ankara early this morning. When 
asked if they have decided on a new plan to remove 
the deadlock in the talks on Karabakh, he said: “Peace 
can be established in Karabakh only if serious talks are 
held. That is the only plan.” 


them to agree to sign a memorandum for reconciliation. 
He also has called them several times on the matter. 
Demirel has informed Ter-Petrosyan as follows: “Take 
4 few positive steps towards peace. We will immediately 


respond if you do so.” 


The peace talks Armenia and Azerbaijan have held at 
various levels were suspended when the Armenians in 
Karabakh called for independence. Meanwhile, Baku 


project for the construction of a pipeline between Baku 
and Ceyhan. Meanwhile, Yilmaz will inform Aliyev 
on Yerevan’s views and wry to establish whether a 
possibility exists for a reconciliation between the two 
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Turkey: Azerbaijan Objects to Turkey-Armenia 
Border Opening 

NC1504153796 istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
14 Apr 96 p24 


[Report by Irfan Sapmaz: “The Opening of the Alican 
Border Gate Will Hurt Azerbaijan”) 


(PBIS Translated Text) Baku — The Azerbaijan Gov- 
ernment, which is anxiously waiting for Prime Minister 
Yilmaz to visit Baku, has prepared i___... «wo object to 
Turkey's agreeing to open its border gate to Armenia. 
ously burt Azerbaijan if it decides to establish relations 
with Armenia before the Armenians withdraw from the 
The reports that Prime Minister Yilmaz will suggest 
the opening of the Alican border gate to Azerbaijan's 
officials has created a tense atmosphere in Baku. 

President Aliyev and Prime Minister Yilmaz will dis- 
cuss the Karabakh problem and the transportation of 
oil from Azerbaijan. Yilmaz wil) ask Aliyev to agree to 


Turkey: Sungurtu on Israel Accord, iran Troop 
Movement 


TA1704104196 Istanbul SHOW Television in Turkish 
1930 GMT 16 Apr 96 
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[Birand) So, the agreement was between the general 
staffs of the two countries. 


{Sungurlu}) Yes, it is a military training agreement be- 
tween se general staffs of the two countries. Actually, 
there are (wo agreements. 

[Birand) Does this agreement in a way convey a 
message to Syria with regard to the PKK [Workers Party 
of Kurdistan}? This is the interpretation we have been 
coming across. 

[Sunguriu] I do not believe that we are sending a 
message to Syria on the subject of the PKK. We have 
signed such military training agreements with 16 other 
countries. Anyway, if you look at the content of the 
agreement, you Can see thal they do not contain such a 
meaning. Because of the chain of events in recent days, 
however, these agreements have given rise to various 
suspicions in all our neighboring countries, not just 
Syria. There is no question of sending a message to 
Syria regarding the PKK, because Turkey has a common 
border with Syria and the military personalities in Syria 
are well aware of the fact that our issues with Syria 
cannot be solved by a training agreement with Israel. 


[Birand] Does this include Iran‘s attitude as well? This 
agreement also triggered a great reaction in Iran and 
in Egypt. Purthermore, it is stressed that Turkey has 
changed its stand, that it has changed sides. Do you 
agree with these comments’ 


{Sungurlu} In actual fact, | do not agree with these inter- 
pretations. The development of events may have caused 
such an interpretation. Alternatively, many countries de- 
liberately engaged in such interpretations. The agrec- 
ment includes a provision saying that the training is not 
for intelligence purposes. All flights will be conducted 
during the day and no live ammunition will be carned. 
iran claims that this is aimed at gathering intelligence, 
while the text of the agreement contains a categorical 
stipulation to the contrary. I stop to think whether the 
reasons for our neighboring countries’ interpretations 
stem from us. 

There is no problem between Turkey and Iran that we 
initiated. Moreover, there is no question of our attaining 
any results with Iran or with other neighboring countries 
by means of such a training agreement. | cannot think 
why such interpretations are made. We may be wrong 
in thinking this, bul, in our opinion, an unnecessary 
tension has emerged between Turkey and Iran in recent 
days. It may be that others wish to create such a tense 
atmosphere. They may wish to create strife between 
Turkey and Iran. Both sides must display great caution. 
Now, the issue is being escalated using the pretext 
of this military training agreement. | am personally 
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concerned that Iran appears to be taking such a matter 
senously, at a ume when we expect Iran to dispel some 
of the doubts cast on it because of recent developments. 
This agreement is not against anyone. It is a training 
agreement concluded by the Turkish army. 

{[Birand) Meanwhile, we heard rumors that troops are 
being moved to our border region with Iran. Is this true? 


{Sungurlu] There is no question of such a thing on our 
part. If Iran is moving troops to its border region, then 
it is working in vain. | do not think that they have 
any intention of attacking Turkey. We cannot conceive 
of such a thing with Iran. It would not even occur to 
us. If the Iranians undertake such an action while we 
are actually expecting relations with Iran to pursue a 
healthy course, then they are making a mistake. [passage 
omitted | 


{Birand) We will now discuss the developments in 
the southeast. The most frequently asked question with 
regard to the recent operations is how the PKK was able 
to establish such a big training camp in the region. Why 
was the camp not previously observed despite the large 
number of soldiers in the area; and if it was, why was 
it allowed to continue to operate” 


{Sungurlu} Naturally, it is impossible for the camp not to 
have been observed previously. I do not know, however, 


if the camp has been in existence for as long as reported 
in the press. But this is a big gathering area. This 
information was reported, the meetings in this region 
and in the caves were recorded, and the operation was 
planned. This was done following observations as well 
as the receipt of intelligence information. 


|Birand] Are you saying that this is rot a training camp? 
{Sungurlu} As far as | know, it is not a training camp. 


|{Birand) There is also the question of the martyrdom of 
80 of our soldiers. Officials spoke of wrong instructions, 
of soldiers being sent to the wrong hill. What is the story 
behind this’? How could we lose 30 soldiers despite our 
strength im the area’ 


{Sungurlu] When you say officials, | do not know who 
you mean. We discussed the matter with the General 
Siaff. There is no question of issuing wrong instructions 
or sending soldiers to the wrong hill. 


{Birand| I am referring to press reports. 


{Sunguriu} ht is clear that there was a closely fought 
clash in the region. The soldiers launched an offensive 
from this spot. A total of 50 PKK members were also 
killed im the same spot where we lost 27 sokdiers. In 
other words. there was a very close-range struggle in this 


place. The PKK was squeezed and attempted to fice the 
aea. Our soldiers were martyred in the ensuing close- 
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range fighting. In the operations following this battle we 
had few casualties, while the PKK continued to sustain 
casualties. The 131 PKK losses were incurred in the 
same area. The general casualty figure exceeds 200, 
including those who were fleeing from other operations. 
[Birand] In other words, you are saying that the 30 
soldiers were killed because of the clash, and there is 
no question of issuing wrong instructions or going to 
the wrong hill. 


{Sungurlu] Correct. Moreover, the military establish- 
ment conducts an investigation on the scene of the in- 
cident following such big clashes. The results are reg- 
istered in military records, charts are drawn up, and as- 
sessments are conducted. The incident was personally 
studied by the authorized commanders of the General 
Staff and the relevant information was relayed to me. 


{Birand) Following this operation, will we be able to 
say that the PKK is finished in the region? Or will this 
process take longer? 


[Sungurlu] We cannot say that the PKK is finished in 
the region, because the PKK has outside support. As 
you know, Western Europe largely supported the PKK 
for various reasons and it is now suffering because of 
this. Although our estimates are around 4,000, the PKK 
claims that it has another $,000-7,000 militants abroad. 
This might continue, since the PKK is continuously 
reinforced from abroad. The organized movement of the 
PKK, however, has been broken. It was dealt a great 
blow. 


{Birand) You are saying, however, that the clashes in 
the region will conunue. 


{Sungurlu) Yes, they will. If the PKK renounces this 
fight and ceases its activities, then we will naturally be 
very pleased. Its current stand, however, is not in this 
direction, and, if it could, it would even want to spread 
its activities into the big cities. 


[Birand}] Thank you for your statements. Good night. 
Turkey: Sunguriy Details Military Agreement With 


NC1604152996 Ankara TURKISH DAI) Y NEWS 
in English 12 Apr 96 


[Report by Kemal Balci — received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara — Defense Minister 
Oltan Sungurlu on Thursday [11 Apni] revealed details 
of a military agreement between Turkey and Israc! that 
was signed by Deputy Chief of General Staff Gen. Cevik 


Bir on February 23 
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Speaking at a press conference at Parliament about the 
agreement, Sungurtu said that both countries hoped that 
it would be a model for democracy and set an exampie 
for the region. The agreement concerns military training 
and cooperation between the two countries. 


In addition to joint air force training activities, naval 
vessels of each country would have access to the other's 
harbors. 


Sungurlu said the agreement includes the following 
terms: 

1) Exchange of military information, experience, and 
personnel. 

2) Access to cach other's military academies and 
headquarters. 

3) Joint training activities. 

4) Exchange of military personnel to observe cach 
other's 

5) Access by naval vessels to each other's harbors. 

6) Exchange of social and cultural information. 

7) Access to each other's sports and arts facilities on 
military 

bases. 


8) Cooperation and use of one another's military docu- 
mentaries, 

films and darkroom facilities. 

Sungurlu pointed out that all air force planes using 
the airspace of the other country musi be unarmed. He 


added that the accord would allow Israeli naval vessels 
to come to Turkey for social visits. 


“Under the agreement, Isracli planes could come to 

four times a year for training. Each time, the 
Isracli aircraft will be allowed to stay in Turkey for 
only one week,” Sungurlu said. 
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Sungurlu said that the commander of the Dutch ground 
forces had asked him to give permission to his country’s 
air force to train in Turkish airspace. 


Sungurlu pointed out that all countries in the region have 
bilateral relations except Turkey and Israe!. He said that 
because of changing world conditions, Turkey must act 
in its own best interest. 


Criticizing Iran's concerns over the military agree- 
ment between Israel and Turkey, Sunguriu said that he 
couldn't understand Iran's concerns. He indicated that 
there were two agreements between Turkey and Israel. 
The first was signed last September and concerned train- 
ing flights of military planes. The second agreement, 
signed last February, concerned general training issues. 


Sungurlu concluded by saying that Turkey has no 
bad intentions towards any its neighbors, adding that 
he doesn't know how the Isracli press presented the 
agreement to the public. He added that Turkey is always 
Cautious in its relations with its neighbors and he hoped 
that those countries had a similar approach. 


Turkey: Article Sees U 
Issue 

NC1604172696 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 3 Apr 6 
pi2 


S. ‘Changing’ on Kurdish 


{Column by Mehmet Ali Birand: “Washington's Ap- 
proach to the Kurdish Problem | 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Clinton administration is 
gradually changing its approach to the Kurdish problem, 
something that has affected the enure region. A few 
officials among the many in the lower ranks of the U.S 
State Department were concerned with the problem a 
few years ago. But almost everyone is discussing i! 
now. The policymaking groups have been asked to work 
on the issue. Although the Workers Party of Kurdistan 
[PKK] has not been described as a “terrorist group,” 
the U.S. officials now believe that it is not a simple 
organization. The view that it is a multisided clement 1s 
gaining ground. 


I studied the Clinton administration's approach when | 
visited Washington. | will sum up my Conclusions in this 
column, believing that all those who are concerned with 
the problem would want to benefit from my research 
1 acquired the information | will outline here from 
officials in several groups that are not linked with the 
U.S. State Department, the National Security Council, 
the White House, or Congress. | will explain their 
common views and avoid details. 
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1. Northern Irag 


Washington opposes the establishment of an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in northern Irag. All the officials— 
Washington is reluctant to provide a written guaran- 
tee, as called for by Turkey. The PKK’'s strengthening 
influence and the possibility of PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, who is supported by some people, emerging as 
the third Kurdish leader in northern Iraq have made of- 
ficials uneasy. A special U.S. envoy will visit northern 
Irag next week. He will try to forge a peace agreement 
hetween DPK [Democratic Party of Kurdistan) leader 
Mas'ud Barzani and PUK [Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan} leader Jalal Talabani to block the PKK’s intentions. 
US. officials are convinced that that is the only way to 
contol the PKK. Barzani and Talabani agreeing to co- 
operate closely will make things very difficult for Ab- 
dullah Ocalan. But officials have said it will be difficult 
io remove the PKK from northern Iraq. 


2. Hammer Force 


The Hammer Force is very important for the United 
States. U.S. officials believe that its withdrawal from 
the region is impossible. Although President Clinton 
adopted a fiexible and understanding approach when he 
met President Demirel in Washington, U.S. bureaucrats 
remain inflexible. They regard the Hammer Force as the 
most important factor in the general U.S. policy against 
Saddam Husayn. They have clearly reiterated that the 
Hammer Force withdrawing is out of the question. An 
official said that Turkey's cross-border operations will 
become impossible and the embargo on Iraq will also 
apply to trade between Turkey and northern Irag if the 
Hammer force ts withdrawn. 


3. Iran 


U.S. officials have said thai Iran's influence in northern 
Irag has increased during the past few months and that 
the agreement between the PKK and Mas'ud Barzani 
has been forged by Iranian officials. Meanwhile, they 
have argued that Iran and Syria have adopted a common 
policy on the Kurdish problem. Drawing attention to 
Iran's move to increase its cooperation with the PKK, 
the same sources said that Turkey must be very careful 
im its relations with Iran. They recalled the policy the 
United States maintains to put pressure on Iran and said 
they understand why Turkey has not fully complied with 
it. They also said that Ankara should be careful in its 
relations with Tehran. 


4. Syria 


Syria is a very important country for Washington now. 
Although it has not been excluded from the list of 
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terrorist countries, US. officials are cautious, because 
they believe Damascus can play a key role in the Middle 
East peace process. But they believe that convincing 
Syria to agree to expel the PKK in accordance with the 
Middle East peace accord will be difficult. Swessing that 
none of the organizations will be named in the peace 
agreement, the officials said that the United States wil! 
continue to hold talks with Syria on the PKK problem 
in line with their bilateral relations. In short, it seems 
that Ankara will be unable to realize its expectauons on 
the issue. 


S. Turkey 


Turkey's failure to take the necessary steps on the 
Kurdish problem h.s seriously worred the United 
States. U.S. officials have been encouraged by a recent 
disclosure by Pnme Minister Mesut Yilmaz in Igdir. But 
more people are becoming convinced that his words will 
remain only words and that no steps will be taken. 


Conclusion 


The Kurdish problem is assuming a new dimension, 
the nature of which is beyond our imagination. A few 
countries regarded the Kurds as a problem in the past. 
But many countries, from Europe to the Middle East 
and from the United States to Russia, are concerned 
with them now. The risks for Turkey will increase as the 
problem becomes more senous, particularly if Ankara 
remains inactive. Obviously, Turkey is gradually losing 
its control over developments. 


Turkey: RP’s Parliamentary Motions Again Ciller 
Detailed 


NC1604105596 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
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[From the “Agenda” column by Yalcin Dogan: “To 
be Tried by the Supreme Council’... — cllipses as 
published] 

[PBIS Transiated Text] Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
addressed the Motherland Party [ANAP] pai uamentary 
group on | March 1995 as follows: “I am informing 
the prosecutor's office on a criminal offense that has 
been committed by True Path Party (DY?) lcader Tansu 
Ciller... Meanwhile, | am urging the Supreme Censor 
Board to take action... The prime minister has allowed 
disorderly behavior in the contracts that have been put 
out for bidding on TOFAS [Turkish Automobile Factory 
Corporation}'..” 

Yilmaz addressed the ANAP Chairmanship Council five 
days earlier. He said: “We have claimed that Mrs. Ciller 


1s responsible for the irregularities related to the TOFAS 
case. You must take action if a serious case exists from 
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Claims on TOFAS 


Can Ciller avoid the Supreme Council? That seems to 
be a remote possibility, because according to the RP’s 
mouon against her: 


1. Ciller opened the envelopes that contained the offers 
that were made for the sale of the TOFAS shares, which 


asked for the envelopes and then returned them. They 
were open when they were returned. 


2. Ciller replaced the members of the Awards Commit- 
tee three umes. 


3. The shares were sold in Turkey for 82,000 Turkish 


abroad and who were they sold to? “The state lost 155 
billion Turkish lira from the sale...” Ciller has been held 
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4. The sales were made through subcontractors, not 
through the firms that were selected during the bidding. 
However, the subcontractors were not summoned [as 
published). The reason for that has not been explained. 


5. Plans were made to allocate $500,000 for publicizing 
the sale. The amount was later increased to $750,000. kt 
has been reported that $1 million was allocated for that 
purpose. The reason for that has not heen explained. 


All that considered, the RP has claimed that, in accor- 
dance with articles 240 and 366 of the Turkish Penal 
Code respectively, Ciller must be held responsible for 
the “loss the state has incurred” and for “allowing dis- 
orderly behavior in the bidding for contracts” 


The special investigation report drawn up by the 
Supreme Censor Board on 23 March 1995 placed Ciller 
in a very difficult posiuon from the legal viewpoint. It 
held her responsible. 


File on Property Will Be Submitted Next W eek 


The property Ciller owns in the United States will 
create a headache for her... The RP will subemut a file 
to the National Assembly next week demanding that 
“the source of her property in the United States, where 
she got the funds to buy what she owns, and how she 
transferred the funds from Turkey to the United States. 
be investigated. The RP will call ior an investigation 


A theory has been put forward to the effect that Ciller 
will gain strength if the Supreme Council acquits her 
That is wrong. “None of the prime ministers were forced 
to face the Supreme Council” dunng the past 70 years, 
except during the revolution in the country. Ciller will 
be the first — that is, if she is forced to do so... However, 
“it will be very difficult for former Pnme Munster Ciller 
to maintain her influence even if the Supreme Counc! 
acquits her.” The matter is serious... To be tned for 
dishonest conduct'.. That is disgusting... Even if Ciller 
is acquitted, she may find it very difficult to maintain 
her position after she is tned by the Supreme Councii 
Meanwhile, it must not be forgotten that several motions 
have been submitted against her . 
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